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Natives call
for Lolita’s
return

BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

A 16-foot totem pole depicting the orca
Tokitae made its way from Bellingham,
Washington, to Miami in May, pausing at
many stops along the way, including at Big
Cypress.

The totem was part of a trek of Lummi
Nation tribal leaders, tribal members and
their supporters — including some Seminole
and Miccosukee — to bring attention to the
Lummi’s request that the orca (or Killer
whale) at the Miami Seaquarium known as
Lolita, be returned to the Salish Sea where
she was captured decades ago.

“It is our sacred obligation to bring our
sister, Tokitae, home to the Salish Sea to be
with her family,” Lummi Chairman Jay Julius
said in a statement. “Tokitae was stolen from
her family, from her people so many years
ago. She is a precious part of our family and
important to the Salish Sea ecosystem. We
must bring her home to be safely reunited
with her family.”

Seaquarium officials say Lolita has
received excellent care during her years in
captivity since 1970, where she performs
in shows. In a statement provided to
The Seminole Tribune, Eric A. Eimstad,
Seaquarium general manager, said Lolita
would not be released.

“Miami Seaquarium has the utmost
respect for the Lummi Nation and the services
that the Lummi Business Council provides
to its people. However, the members of the
Lummi Business Council are not marine
mammal experts and are misguided when
they offer a proposal that is not in the best
interest of Lolita the orca,” Eimstad said.

Strategy, legal challenges

Lummi officials say they have a well
thought out plan for Lolita’s return to the
Pacific Northwest, so she can live out her
remaining years safely and in comfort. “We’re
not just going to take her back and dump her
in the ocean,” Lummi Councilmember Fred
Lane told The Seminole Tribune.

Lane said the Lummi’s have a “retirement
plan,” for Lolita, who is close to 50 years old,
in concert with The Orca Network and other
groups. It is part of a $3.5 million project that

4 See LOLITA’S RETURN on page 4A
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Alex Johns named Florida
Cattlemen’s Association president

Johns is first Native
American to lead the

organization

BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

ORLANDO — A new chapter has
been added to the Seminole Tribe’s storied
history in the cattle industry. Tribal member
Alex Johns was named president of the
Florida Cattlemen’s Association at its annual
convention June 21 in Orlando.

Johns is the first Native American to
lead the nearly 5,000-member organization.

“My family can trace its roots to 1541
when the cattle came to Florida,” Johns, of
the Brighton Reservation, said in his address
to the convention. “Cattle and horses have
always been a way of life for me. Cows
always made sure we had money and food
on the table. I’ve always been searching for a
way to give back to the magical animal who
gave so much to me.”

During his one year term of office,
Johns, who also serves as the Tribe’s
natural resources director, plans to promote
the Florida cattle industry to create public
awareness. The slogan is “Show Your
Passion” and he wants every member of the
FCA to embrace it.

“l know we are all humble and want to
keep our heads in the woods, but the new
social media is where millennials get their
news,” he said. “We as an industry have to
get there as well. | want you to post the stuff
you do every day at #showyourpassion. Tag
me. This is the most efficient way to promote
our industry.”

The announcement got the attention of
the estimated 2,000 conventioneers and with
enthusiastic applause, they welcomed their
new president.

Seminole Tribal Board members Larry
Howard, Joe Frank and Gordon Wareham
attended the convention’s banquet.

“It is a privilege for someone of Alex’s
caliber to represent the Tribe as the president
of the FCA,” said Howard, Brighton Board
Rep. “For him to have that input in the state
on behalf of the Tribe, we couldn’t have
anyone better.”

“This is an exciting time for the Tribe,”
added Frank, Big Cypress Rep. “This will

Beverly Bidney

Alex Johns addresses the Florida Cattlemen’s Association as president for the first time at its annual
convention and banquet June 21 in Orlando. He is the first Native American to lead the nearly 5,000-

member organization.

Beverly Bidney

Alex Johns gets a congratulatory hug from the newly elected secretary of FCA Pat Durden to the
delight of his wife Liz after the FCA speeches concluded.

open the way for other Tribal members to go
out for other state leadership positions. It’s a
good example for our youth.”

The Florida cattle industry began in
the 1500s when Spanish explorers brought
the animals across the Atlantic. Native
Americans’ involvement can be traced to
1740s and the Seminole leader Cowkeeper’s
massive herds in northern Florida. By 1775,
the Seminoles worked 7,000 to 10,000 head
on Paynes Prairie near Gainesville and were
cattle keepers until the Seminole Wars and
Civil War decimated the Tribe and its herds.

It wasn’t until the 1930s, after the Tribe
was living on reservations, that cattle were
introduced again in the form of about 400
malnourished animals. With time, the Tribe’s
cattle operation grew and by the 1990s it had
become an industry leader. Today the Tribe’s
program is one of the top in the nation.

In his role as natural resources director,
Johns has overseen and guided the Tribe’s
cattle program. In 2013 he urged the board to
purchase Salacoa Valley Farms in Fairmount,
Georgia, a successful seed stock operation.
Johns knew that superior genetics would lead
to a better beef product and he believes the
Salacoa purchase has improved the quality of
Seminole Beef produced by the Tribal herd.

For more than a dozen years, Johns
has served in various leadership positions
in the FCA. The nonprofit organization’s
membership, comprised of cattle producers
and affiliates statewide, represents 900,000
to a million cows in the state and accounts
for about $700 million in calf sales annually.

The process of taking the FCA helm
began for Johns with committee, county
and district leadership positions. The path
to the presidency was a Six year process
in which he served as secretary, treasurer,
second vice president, first vice president
and president elect. The process ensures the
work that is started, which often takes years
to be completed, is understood by everyone
in leadership roles.

“Alex may be a once in a lifetime
president,” said outgoing president Ken
Griner. “He has the history and heritage of
the Seminole Tribe, which is the history of
the entire cattle industry. Alex is so engaged
in our industry there is no conversation he
isn’t fully engaged in. He brings a set of
skills that’s hard to duplicate. There are just

4 See ALEX JOHNS on page 4A

Vickey Huff retires as Elder Services

BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS

she knew she had found her place. Over the
years she moved up and six years ago applied
for and was promoted to director.

Nadine Bowers, Big Cypress Elder

Hollywood  site manager
Kippenberger also enjoyed working with
Huff.

“She was  very  professional,”

Joe

Immokalee Elder Services site manager. “She
always stuck up for her team and backed us
up.”

' Huff believes it takes a certain set of
skills to do the job well.

director

Rhonda Goodman, who has worked with
the seniors in various capacities for 15 years,
has replaced Huff as the tribal-wide elder
services director. Goodman filled in for Huff
for a few months when
she was out on medical

After spending the better
part of 30 years making sure
Seminole seniors had all
their needs met, Director of
Elder Services Vickey Huff
has retired. Now she intends
to pay a little more attention
to herself, her family and her
interests. Her journey began
with a retirement party June
22 at the Big Cypress Senior
Center.

“She’s done a fantastic
job and we kind of hate
to see her leave,” said
President Mitchell Cypress.
“But at the same time, you
have to take care of your
family.”

One of Huff’s favorite
aspects of the job as director
was doing the paperwork
to assure all the seniors got
their trips approved, had
plenty of activities to do and
fun parties to enjoy.

leave.

“It takes a lot of
patience, dedication and
compassion,” Goodman
said about the position.

“Sometimes  it’s  just
sitting and  listening.
Being honest  and

communicating with the
elders and your staff is
also important.”

Huff’s future plans
include staying home
with her husband of
32 years, John Huff,
traveling together,
relaxing and justenjoying
life. She also looks
forward to spending
plenty of time with her
13 grandchildren.

“l like having her
home full-time,” John
Huff said. “I just like
hanging out with her.”

“l knew | was doing
my job well by doing the
services for them,” said

Vickey Huff, seated, is surrounded by her family Jimi Lu Jamison, John Huff Jr., Jarrett Beecham,
John Huff, Ty Huff and Frank Huff at her retirement party at the Big Cypress Senior Center.

Beverly Bidney

Huff, whose last day on the
job was June 1. “It hasn’t hit
yet, I’m just trying to enjoy
life. The best part is not
having to wake up so early.”

Huff spent more than 35 years working
for the Tribe in various roles but when she
began working as a secretary with the seniors,

Services site manager, worked with Huff for
SiX years.

“She was a good boss,” Bowers said.
“We are going to miss her.”

gifts.

Vickey Huff displays the gift of a painting of herself and her husband John Huff at her retirement
party June 22. Newly named Elder Services director Rhonda Goodman assists Huff with the

Huff’s extended
family  attended the
retirement party, which
featured an interactive
performance by an Elvis

Beverly Bidney

Kippenberger said. “It was a real learning
experience.”

“Someone with a heart, who really cares

impersonator and plenty
of gifts and well wishes
staff. The overwhelming
repeated by many in

from seniors and
sentiment was

“She was lenient and straightforward for and respects the elders, should work with  attendance: she will be missed.

at the same time,” added Demi Garza,

them,” Huff said.
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The summer of Paulette Jordan

e Magic Valley
Editorial Board

arring something unexpected,

Idaho’s next governor will be

one of two people: Republican
Brad Little, the state’s lieutenant governor,
or Democrat Paulette Jordan, a former state
representative from Plummer.

Little garnered 37.3 percent of the
statewide vote in the May 15 primary
election, beating out U.S. Representative
Raul Labrador’s 32.6 percent and
businessman  Tommy  Ahlquist’s 26.2
percent. It was a fairly close race, with
Labrador winning several counties in north
Idaho and Ahlquist faring well in east Idaho.
Little dominated the middle portion of the
state though, including Ada County and
every Magic Valley county except Cassia
(Ahlquist won there by one percentage
point.)

On the Democratic side, it was the most
contested governor’s primary in a while, but
still a downright landslide. A.J. Balukoff
won 16 counties May 15, including Gooding
County, but earned just 40.1 percent of the
statewide vote. Balukoff ran for governor in
2014 too, losing to C.L. “Butch” Otter in the

general election.

Jordan took 58.5 percent of votes,
beating Balukoff by almost 20 points. She
and Balukoff tied in both Minidoka and
Cassia counties — strange, but less so when
considering fewer than 400 Democratic
ballots were cast in those two counties
combined.

The most surprising county result was
in Ada County, where Balukoff served as
a school board member for more than 20
years. Jordan won the county, which includes
Boise, by a whopping 28 points. In 2014’s
primary election, a little more than 10,000
Democratic ballots were cast in Ada County.
That number almost tripled May 15.

The much-discussed “blue wave” has
probably not hit Idaho, despite the concerns of
Republicans and the optimism of Democrats.
But the Paulette Jordan wave is here, at least
for the summer.

For the next few months, get prepared to
see a lot more of Jordan. She didn’t earn many
endorsements from her fellow legislators
— those, strangely, went to Balukoff — but
she received several national endorsements,
including from Cher and Planned Parenthood.
Several national outlets, including Buzzfeed,
The Atlantic and Huffington Post have honed
in on Jordan as a Democratic hope in a firmly
red land.

And perhaps rightfully so. There is a
lot in Jordan’s biography to like, especially
for a progressive voter: She is seeking to
be Idaho’s first woman governor, and she
would be the first Native American governor
anywhere in the U.S.

If you thought Jordan was receiving
a lot of national media attention before the
primary election, strap in. She’s about to
really go national.

It will be interesting to see how heavily
the Democratic National Committee pushes
Jordan over the next few months. Despite her
convincing win May 15, she will still head
into the November general election as an
underdog. She will likely pull some of the
anti-establishment Republicans who voted
for Labrador and Ahlquist, but Little still
has two decades of public service under his
belt, including the past 10 years as Idaho’s
second-in-command.

Much will be written in the coming
months about Jordan’s background and her
trailblazing efforts in pursuit to become
Idaho’s next governor. But voters will need to
dig a little deeper. And the Jordan campaign,
after being in disarray during the final weeks
of the primary, must lay out for voters exactly
what a Paulette Jordan-led Idaho looks like.
If they can do that, the summer of Paulette
Jordan might just carry over into November.

Ottawa must learn from failures
on Indigenous programs

¢ The (Toronto) Star
Editorial Board

ore Indigenous children are

taken from their homes by

children’s aid societies today
than were displaced at the height of the
residential school system.

The inquiry into murdered and missing
Indigenous women is bogged down in delay
and recriminations.

And the federal government spent
$110,000 to avoid paying a $6,000 bill for a
16-year-old Indigenous girl’s braces before
finally deciding to update its dental care
policies.

No matter how many politicians talk
about rebuilding the relationship with
Indigenous peoples and fixing the failed
policies of the past, things just don’t seem to
get any better on the ground.

In that context, it’s hardly a surprise that
Canada’s auditor general, Michael Ferguson,
found yet more examples of federal failure.
This time with Indigenous education and
employment programs.

Both are vital to achieving a better
future. And that makes Ferguson’s recent
report awfully depressing reading.

On education, he found a significant
gap in high school graduation rates between
Indigenous students living on reserves and
other Canadian students.

That’s a problem that the auditor
general’s office has reported on before. Not
once or twice, but three times — in 2000, 2004
and 2011. And yet this new report shows that
the gap has grown over the past 15 years.

Worse still, the government doesn’t
seem to even know that.

The government’s data suggests that
between 2011 and 2016 one in two on-
reserve First Nations students graduated high
school. In fact, the figure is just one in four,
according to Ferguson.

That means the situation has gotten
worse, not better, as the government’s poorly
collected data says.

The government only measured the
graduation rates of students enrolled in their
final year. That means they left out all the
students who dropped out between grades
nine and 11, obscuring the true picture.

Beyond that, they didn’t bother to
collect data on what portion of these students
were graduating with a diploma that would
actually be recognized by a post-secondary
institution, enabling them to continue on
to the higher education that’s increasingly
needed to succeed.

How can Indigenous Services Minister
Jane Philpott possibly expect to fix a problem
when her ministry doesn’t even know the
extent of the problem?

Education programs, sadly, aren’t
the only failure related to incomplete and
inaccurate data.

On employment, Ferguson found that
Employment and Social Development

Canada did not collect the data it needed to
assess whether programs aimed at helping
Indigenous people find work were actually
increasing the number of people finding
sustainable jobs.

And this isn’t some new portfolio the
department is just getting a handle on; it’s
something they’ve been doing for 30 years.

Furthermore, the department’s strategy
for handing out funding is based on decades-
old data. And it doesn’t reallocate funding
to groups proven to be more successful in
helping clients find jobs.

So it’s the same basic problems that
Ferguson uncovered on the education file:
the government isn’t collecting the right data
in some areas, and in others it’s not using the
data it has to improve outcomes.

Ferguson’s spring report also again
exposed the complete disaster of the Phoenix
pay system. “A pertinent fact about these two
very different incomprehensible failures —
Phoenix and Indigenous programs — is that
both have been passed on from government
to government,” Ferguson wrote.

He’s right. It’s as though governments
have stopped believing they can make a
difference in the lives of Indigenous peoples
and are simply going through the motions.

That can’t continue. As Ferguson points
out, failure can be “a way to learn and
improve.”

We’ve had far too much of failure
just being failure. It’s long past time the
government learned something from it.

Native population underrepresented
in Census of Agriculture

e Zach Ducheneaux

of the USDA’s National Agricultural

Statistics Service (NASS) and
others, American Indians continue to be
one of the most underrepresented groups in
the Census of Agriculture. The number of
American Indian producers participating in
the Census has increased tremendously since
the questionnaire became the responsibility
of the USDA in 1997, and especially since
2007 when every American Indian farm and
ranch began reporting individually. But we
still have a lot of work to do to get everyone
represented in the data.

Indian Country is faced with many
challenges created by policy — some of
which was created without our input. When
federal, state, and local farm policy and
programs are contemplated, NASS data
are what policymakers reference to inform
their decisions. Programs developed based
On Ccrops grown, conservation practices
used, and even agri-finance opportunities

I n spite of notable efforts on the part

can all be adversely affected if we don’t tell
our story through participation in the Ag
Census. If we, as a community, do not fill
out the Census of Agriculture, the data will
not reflect our numbers or our needs and that
could have a negative economic impact on
our communities.

A stark example of this adverse impact
lies in the 2012 Census data which showed
that the 56,092 farms and ranches operated
by 71,947 Native Americans sold a total of
$3.24 hillion in ag products raised on 57.3
million acres. The average size of a farm or
ranch operated by Native Americans (1,021
acres) was over 200 percent larger than the
national farm average (434 acres) while
receiving only 67 percent ($6,698) of the
amount of farm program payments received
by others ($9,925). When you contemplate
the per acre disparity, you can clearly see the
reason we need to be more active.

Another example of the importance of the
Ag Census is demonstrated by what it doesn’t
count. As a result of the failure to recognize
subsistence production, tens of thousands
of our Alaskan Native relatives go totally
uncounted. As a result, there is virtually no

mention of subsistence agriculture in federal
farm policy.

The Census of Agriculture aims to be a
complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches, and
their operators, and remains the only source
of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial
agriculture data available at the state, county,
and Tribal level. Embrace the opportunity
to be heard. Take advantage of one of the
important ways to help our communities.
Your response will provide data that will
absolutely be used to make decisions on our
behalf, like funding for loans, conservation
efforts, disaster relief (e.g. drought), and
education.

The future is ours to shape. It is not
too late to complete your 2017 Census of
Agriculture. The paper questionnaire is
due by June 15. However, the Ag Census
can be completed online at agcensus.usda.
gov through July. For questions about or
assistance with your form, call (888) 424-
7828.

Zach Ducheneaux is a representative
of the Intertribal Agriculture Council. This
editorial appeared in The Spectrum.

Lakota immersion
classes use past to
brighten future

e Argus Leader
Editorial Board

Amid the negativity that often dominates
headlines concerning Native American issues
in South Dakota, it’s good to take the time to
accentuate the positive.

Recent news that Rapid City’s General
Beadle Elementary School is expanding its
year-old part-time Lakota immersion class
to a full-time classroom this fall deserves
celebrating.

The program’s growth is good news on
multiple fronts. It benefits from and reinforces
efforts by groups like the Lakota Language
Consortium to preserve and revitalize a
language too close to the edge of extinction.

It is also a heartening step toward a
brighter future for South Dakota youth.
Research  supports indigenous-language
immersion instruction as an effective path
to better outcomes for Native students,
which led Todd County to pursue a different
education model based on a charter school in
New Mexico.

Red Cloud Indian School on the Pine
Ridge Reservation has been on a decade-
long drive to develop a comprehensive K-12
curriculum with its Lakota Language Project.
The program’s second phase more deliberately
engages family and community to extend and
deepen the connections between lessons and
life. Effective immersion programs don’t end
at the schoolhouse door.

As a program outside reservation
boundaries, the elementary immersion
program in Rapid City charts new territory.
It’s exciting to ponder what lessons Sioux
Falls can glean by studying the program as it
unfolds on the other side of the state.

Drawing direct comparisons between

the public school systems of South Dakota’s
two largest cities is not a straightforward
affair. Sioux Falls has a larger student body
but a lower percentage (4 percent) of Native
American students than does Rapid City (10
percent).

But, like the rest of the state, both
districts struggle with markedly lower
Native American attendance and graduation
rates. In Sioux Falls schools last year,
the four-year cohort graduation rate of
all students was just under 84 percent. In
contrast, the graduation rate for Native
American students was under 45 percent.

Both districts also strive to integrate
tribal culture and history into the educational
experience. Sioux Falls’ Native American
Connections program aims to strengthen
students’ feelings of empowerment with
their schools. NAC selective classes are
offered at Sioux Falls middle and high
schools, and Lakota/Dakota I and II fulfill
world language requirements for high
school graduation.

At Lincoln High, the NAC class has
borne impressive fruit in the form of a
monthly newsletter, Mitakuye Oyasin
(“We are all related”). Composed entirely
by members of the class, the publication
features Native history, poetry, editorials
and artwork.

Interweaving culture into all aspects of
the educational experience has a measurable
impact for our Native American students. As
language and culture are ineffably entwined,
the deliberate Lakota language renaissance
is a boon to the state and all its citizens.

We salute forward-looking programs
like Rapid City’s expanding Lakota
immersion program as a means of helping
Native students explore links to their legacy,
leaning on a proud past to build hope for a
brighter future.

It can be hard to
look in the mirror

e Argus Leader
Editorial Board

coming in of children being

separated from their illegal
immigrant parents at the southern border,
pundits across TV have been decrying the
situation, repeating the mantra that “This is
not America.”

We hate to break it to you, but this
may be one of the most American actions a
presidential administration has taken in the
last 70 years.

We have been destroying families and
mistreating minorities since long before we
were even a nation. It’s in our DNA to break
up families, especially if we can turn a profit
at such a heinous action.

African families were divided by the
highest bidders at the auction block in the
17th through the 19th centuries — that’s
assuming, of course, that the Africans bound
into slavery managed to survive the trip.

For nearly 250 years we ripped families
apart to make farms profitable. And it took
another 100 years after the slaves were sent
“free” before succeeding generations finally
received the civil rights their ancestors were
denied.

African men and women weren’t the
only people subject to such treatment —
Native Americans fared no better. While not
bound into slavery, Natives were, instead,
subject to genocide so we could turn a profit
from their land.

Those surviving found themselves
shunted to reservations, the most inhospitable
land we could find because if we can’t make a
profit, then it’s good enough for the “savage”
Native American.

Compounding the problem, we forced
warring tribes to share the reservation land,
creating even more death and destruction.
And, again, we split families without regard,
even going so far as to take away children so
they could be raised “right,” and right meant

Since reports and images started

“white.”

Asian Americans fared a little better
than African and Native Americans. Oh,
sure, like all first-generation immigrants
(such as the Italians, Irish and Jews), Asian
Americans were not allowed to take certain
work and forced to live in ghettos, but they
weren’t systematically rounded up. That is,
until 1942.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor by the
Japanese, the country found itself fearing all
things Asian. And while Chinese and Filipino
Americans were viewed with mistrust (by
virtue of being Asian), they didn’t suffer like
Japanese Americans. Citizens of Japanese
ancestry were rounded up and placed in
internment camps for the duration of World
War 11. Upward of 120,000 people — about
60 percent of which were second- or third-
generation American citizens — had their
belongings stripped from them and were
forced to live as virtual prisoners of war of
their own country for no other reason than
they looked like people who attacked us.
And about 2,000 died in the camps, never
again to know the freedom they enjoyed
before being penalized for something they
didn’t do.

The current splitting of families at
the Southern border is consistent with our
nation’s history. This administration seeks
to profit from this action — not monetarily
but in votes. Donald Trump ascended to
the presidency by vilifying Hispanics,
so showing adult Hispanics led away in
handcuffs, with the lamentation of their
children photographed for the world to see,
hits all the right notes with Trump’s base.

Trump’s comments that this can end if
Democrats come to the bargaining table are
nothing but hot air. He and Attorney General
Jeff Sessions want this purge to continue as
long as possible because that’s what their
voters want — the punishment and removal
of nonwhites from this country.

The TV pundits are wrong — this may
not be the America we want America to be,
but it most definitely is the America we’ve
always been.
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4-H wraps up successful year at annual banquet

BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

BRIGHTON — The 134-member
Seminole Indian 4-H club celebrated another
year of accomplishments at its annual awards
banquet June 4 at the Fred Smith Rodeo
Arena in Brighton. Youth participants,
adult volunteers and cattle owners were
recognized for their work and commitment
to the program.

“What we take away from this is
teaching kids the responsibility of taking
care of animals,” said Brighton Board Rep.
Larry Howard. “It teaches them something
powerful. This is part of the history of our
Tribe and we are proud of what you’ve
accomplished. It is something you will carry
with you for the rest of your life.”

This year saw an increased number of
activities, including the chicken, sewing,
photography and cooking clubs. It also
marked the first time the Seminole 4-H

attended the annual
4-H Day at the
capitol  February
22 in Tallahassee,
where 15  Kids
learned about the
workings of state
government,  took

meetings with
legislators and
toured the capitol.
“We are
expanding the

horizons of 4-H,”
said Lonnie Gore,
4-H special projects
coordinator.
Participating
in 4-H requires a
serious commitment
of time, resources
and energy by
the kids and their
parents. The kids

Beverly Bidney

Aaron Stam congratulates Summer Gopher as he presents her with the swine
club participation certificate.

Tammy Billie, surrounded by Kimberly Clement, 4-H program assistant, and Aaron Stam, Florida
Cooperative Extension agent, is honored for her work in 4-H at the Seminole Indian 4-H awards

banquet on June 4.

learn to balance school, homework, sports
and other youthful activities while raising
steer, heifers, swine and/or small animals.

The work begins in July, when the steer
are mere 500 pound calves, or in the fall when
the young pigs are only 75 to 85 pounds.
Until the show and sale in March, the 4-H’ers
take responsibility for the care of the animals
which includes early morning feedings, daily
exercise and math. The 4-H program gives
its participants real-life business experience
and a mandatory log must be kept of every
dollar spent while raising the animals. When
the animals are sold the day after the show,
the kids pocket the profit.

Children may join the 4-H Cloverbud
program at age 5 and raise small animals.
By age 8 they are ready for a hog and at 10
should have enough experience to handle a
steer.

4-H is usually a family activity; it’s
common for parents to assist the kids with
their duties. Some families take it further by
getting numerous kids involved. The Baker
family of Brighton is an example of a fully
engaged 4-H family; eight kids participated
this year.

“My dad [Preston Baker] inspires us,”
said Ivess Baker, 18. “I’ve been in 4-H for
18 years. I’'m leaving now, but I’ll stay in

Beverly Bidney

Eight members of the Baker family show off their 4-H certificates at the annual awards banquet.
Standing are Ivess, Jaylen, Pherian, Jaytron and Jayton Baker and Kimberly Clement. Seated in front

are Preslynn, Alyke and Ramone Baker.

agriculture and help my brother Ramone with
his herd.”

\olunteers are the backbone of 4-H and
each was honored and thanked by Florida
Cooperative Extension agent Aaron Stam,
who heads up the program. Graduating
seniors were also recognized. Ivess Baker,
Troy Cantu, Dayra Koenes, Camryn Thomas,
Cyrus Smedley and Samantha Veliz all left the
program with their high school graduation.

The Herdsman Award is a surprise to its
recipients, who have been secretly judged
throughout the year for their leadership
qualities. This year the awards were
presented to Ramone Baker for swine and to
Troy Cantu for steer.

Cattle owners were recognized with their
own awards for providing the winning steer
and heifers. The awards were presented to
Mary Jene Koenes for the Grand Champion
Steer raised by Dayra Koenes; Norman Johns
ND Ranch for the Reserve Grand Champion
Steer raised by Jacee Jumper; Cory Wilcox

for the Grand Champion Heifer raised by
Jalee Wilcox; and Paul Bowers Sr. for the
Reserve Grand Champion Heifer raised by
Brianna Bowers.

Another new program will be kicked off
in August when a few yearling wild mustangs
will be trained by 4-H’ers in 100 days.

While looking back on the year, Stam
was struck by how impressed the show’s
judges were with the Seminole program.
They each pointed out that the youth knew
more details about their animals than kids
outside of the Tribe did.

“This was a great year,” Stam said. “We
had smaller numbers but the kids operated on
a higher level than we’ve seen in a while. It’s
a testament to the leaders and the kids. I’'m
real pleased with how the kids, parents and
leaders worked together; that’s how it should
be.”
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Tampa Hard Rock in midst of massive expansion

Officials look to
mid-2019 completion

BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

There’s another Florida Hard Rock
operation that has been making some big
news lately.

While the huge guitar-shaped hotel at
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Hollywood keeps taking shape and changing
the skyline — another significant Hard Rock
expansion in Tampa has been underway.

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino Tampa is undergoing an impressive
$700 million expansion of its facilities at
5223 Orient Road, about 10 minutes east of
downtown.

The work began in 2017, but has begun
to ramp up significantly this year, according
to officials, in order to make its mid-2019
goal for completion.

The Tampa Hard Rock already boasts
the largest casino in Florida, and is one of the
largest in the U.S. So what exactly is being
done to make things bigger and better? How
about:

- 5,000 slot machines

- 200 gaming tables

- Approximately 200,000 square feet of

entertainment and gaming space

The job numbers and economic
development impact alone are impressive.

- 1,000 part-and-full time jobs.

- 2,000 construction jobs on-site.

- 1,022 indirect, permanent jobs.

- 2,268 indirect construction jobs.

- 6,000 additional jobs in all.

- $2.4 billion in economic investment

between Tampa and Hollywood.

The Tampa operation is already one
of the largest employers in Tampa Bay
with more than 3,500 employees, or “team

members.”

“Major expansion of the Seminole
Hard Rock Tampa is further evidence of the
Seminole Tribe’s commitment to the people
of Florida that it will continue to increase the
economic impact of its Seminole Gaming
facilities,” Jim Allen, CEO of Seminole
Gaming said in a statement.

Amenities galore

The centerpiece of the expansion is a
new 15-story hotel tower, with an additional
564 hotel rooms and suites. When all is said
and done, there will be 800 guestrooms and
88 suites. The top floor of the hotel tower

will feature a private gaming parlor for VIP
guests, including private elevators to suites.

Other amenities will include three
“ultra-lavish” new outdoor swimming pools
adjacent to the second level of the hotel
tower that will feature a 120-seat Pool Grille
restaurant and bar.

Officials said the expanded pool and deck
area, designed by landscape architecture firm
EDSA, will measure the size of a football
field and will host a variety of activities.

A new 25,000-square-foot Rock Spa &
Salon will also open on the second level of the
hotel tower and will offer pool-side services.
The new spa will replace the existing spa and
salon.

Those who like Italian food may want
to check out the 200-seat Italian restaurant
slated to open next fall — the third fine dining
restaurant the property will offer — joining the
Council Oak Steaks & Seafood and The Rez
Grill.

Concert-goers will be happy to know
the  30,000-square-foot Seminole Hard
Rock Event Center is under construction
on the second level of the casino complex.
It includes a 17,000-square-foot grand
ballroom for concerts, conventions, trade
shows, private events and large-scale poker
tournaments, officials said.

Six new retail shops are part of the
expansion, bringing the total to eight. There
will also be a parking expansion of 700

spaces to bring that total to 6,000.

Architects for the Tampa project are
Klai Juba Wald Architects of Las Vegas; and
interior designs are by Wimberly Interiors of
Coral Gables, Laurence Lee Associates of
Los Angeles and Klai Juba Wald Interiors of
Las Vegas. The construction team is led by
Suffolk Yates.

Hard Rock International has venues in
75 countries and includes 25 hotels and 11
casinos. The company’s two most successful
hotel and casino properties are in Hollywood,
Florida, and Tampa.

The company recently opened a new
hotel in Daytona Beach, and the Hard Rock
Atlantic City opened June 28 (after deadline
for this issue of the Tribune).

Courtesy Bitner Group

An expanded pool and deck area at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Gasino Tampa, designed by landscape
architecture firm EDSA, will measure the size of a football field and will host a variety of activities.

Courtesy Bitner Group

This is a rendering of the new atrium area of the complex. The total investment in the Tampa project

is $700 million.

4 LOLITA'S RETURN
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includes the rehabilitation and release of the
orca to a “sea pen” located in a protective
ocean cove, where she would have access to
plentiful food and the ability to interact with
other orcas, including her remaining family
members.

But securing Lolita’s release appears to
be anything but certain. Earlier this year, the
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Miami
rejected claims by the People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA) and other
stakeholders who argued keeping Lolita in
captivity violated the federal Endangered

she is not adequately protected from the sun,
among other issues.

Not surprisingly, Seaquarium officials
disagree with PETA’s assertions. “As we
have stated repeatedly, it would be reckless
and cruel to risk [Lolita’s] life by moving her
from her home solely to satisfy the desire of
those who do not understand or care that such
a move would jeopardize her life and the life
of the other killer whales in Puget Sound,”
Eimstad’s statement continued.

Lane has said the Lummi have not ruled
out bringing their own legal action, and said
in the meantime it would continue with its
public campaign. Among their supporters
in Florida is Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Philip Levine, who expressed his
support for releasing Lolita as recently as last

the story of the orca Tilikum, who performed
at SeaWorld Orlando. The documentary
showed the complex and often damaging
effects of keeping orcas in captivity.
Tilikum, who died in 2017, was involved
in the deaths of two trainers and a trespasser.
SeaWorld decided in 2016 to end its orca
breeding programs and phase out live shows.
It is thought that the decision was made at
least in part because of the fallout from the
documentary and continued public pressure
from animal rights groups and activists.

Diverse support

Several events marked the arrival of the
Lummi totem to Miami last month, which
was created and donated by Lummi artist

Species Act. Jewell James.

“T h e When the
evidence, totem made a
construed in trip through Big
the light most Cypress, it stopped
favorable  to at the Ah-Tah-Thi-
PETA, does Ki Museum, where
not support the the group was
conclusion that given a tour. Everett
the conditions Osceola,  cultural
of her captivity ambassador for the
pose a threat of Seminole Tribe, was
serious  harm one of the members
to Lolita,” the in attendance
court said in the showing support for
ruling. the Lummi.

However, A f t e
J ar e d gatherings in
Goodman, the Miami, the group,
deputy general which included
counsel for Seminole and
animal law at Miccosukee
PETA, told Tribal  members,
the  Seminole walked together
Tribune to the outside of
that there the  Seaquarium,
are still two located at 4400
legal  actions Rickenbacker
pending. One Causeway, and
is a request for stood within earshot

a rehearing of
the ruling from
the 11th Circuit

in Miami, artist Jewell James.

Courtesy Lummi Nation Councilmember Fred Lane (2)

At left, Lummi Nation Councilmember Fred Lane takes a photo of the orca Tokitae, also known as Lolita, at the
Miami Seaquarium. At right, along the trek, supporters lay hands on the totem pole created by Lummi Nation

of Lolita’s tank. The
Lummi Blackhawk
Youth Singers spoke
to Lolita in their

Courtesy Lummi Nation Councilmember Fred Lane (2)

At left, supporters arrive at the Miami Seaquarium in late May with a canvas featuring messages to Lolita. The Lummi Nation and its supporters went
to demand Lolita’s release. At right, Jewell James, left, and Everett Osceola, cultural ambassador for the Seminole Tribe, join arms at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki
Museum in Big Cypress in support for returning Lolita to her home.

based on what Goodman said was the court’s
failure to “analyze whether the conditions we
alleged to be the case were supported.”

The other is a lawsuit against the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, attempting to
invalidate Seaquarium’s license to house
Lolita. Goodman said the license should be
revoked under the federal Animal Welfare
Act. He said Seaquarium is in violation of
the act because Lolita’s tank is too small and

March.

Show must go on?

The public’s enthusiasm for live orca
exhibitions — made most famous at SeaWorld
locations in the United States — has waned in
recentyears. Pressure to free orcas in captivity
was ramped up significantly in the wake of
the 2013 documentary Blackfish, which told

native tongue through song and drumming.

Lane said the group would be back in
South Florida in September, and hope to be
part of the Art Basel event in Miami Beach
this coming December. He said the Leonardo
DiCaprio Foundation was helping the group
secure a spot for the totem to be displayed at
the event.

4 ALEX JOHNS
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no holes in his knowledge.”

According to its website, the FCA
is “devoted entirely and exclusively to
promoting and protecting the ability
of cattlemen members to produce and
market their products.” To meet that goal,
the organization’s leaders represent the
membership to lawmakers in Tallahassee and
Washington, D.C., FCA is a grassroots and
inclusive organization.

“It doesn’t matter if you have 10 cows
or 10,000, you have the same voice,” Griner
said.

“On a federal level, most folks can’t go
to D.C. to lobby for the farm bill or any other
legislative issue that would affect the small

a lot of ability,” added Billy Kempler, 72, of
Brevard County.

Johns plans to continue to work on
issues the FCA has been addressing already,
one of which is animal disease traceability.
Since the FCA members produce food, the
leadership believes they have a responsibility
for it. If a problem arises, traceability will
keep the problem local and make it easier to
fix, rather than having to shut down the entire
industry.

Public grazing is another important issue
for the FCA, whose members help the state
manage the land and make it productive
through land leases. Many ranchers lease
land since it can be difficult to own the vast
amount necessary to raise cattle.

“Leasing is a win-win situation,” Griner
said. “We provide a service to the state to
reduce fire risk. If you aren’t keeping the land

Beverly Bidney

Tribal members, staff and members of the Brighton community pose with Alex Johns, the newly named

president of the FCA.

producer,” said President Elect Matt Pearce.
“The association represents them. We lobby
for less regulation and for conservation.”

Griner believes one of the biggest
challenges facing Johns as president will
be time management. Since Florida is such
a large state, making all the FCA meetings
and going to Tallahassee and D.C. to address
legislative issues is time consuming.

“It’s a lot of windshield time,” he said.

Prior to the banquet, at which he would
take over the responsibilities of president,
Johns socialized with FCA members at the
President’s Reception. Although he claimed
to be a bit nervous about the evening, he
confidently greeted other cattlemen and
cattlewomen in the crowded room.

“It’s been a long time coming and it’s
finally here,” Johns said. “I’m looking forward
to it. I’ve got a good team, young leaders who
are coming up [in the organization] and there
are a lot of people I can call on.”

Bobby Yates, natural resources cattle
foreman, has worked for Johns for years.

“I’m glad to see he got this, it means a lot
to him and to the staff,” Yates said. “He’s one
hell of a good boss; he’s a man’s man.”

Outside of the reception, a few longtime
FCA members sat comfortably together. All
were impressed with Johns and were looking
forward to having him lead the organization.

“l don’t remember when | wasn’t a
member [of FCA],” said Gillie Russell, 76,
of Highlands County. “[Johns] is very well
thought of.”

“He’s an exceptional young man and has

burned or mowed or chopped, you’re ripe for
a fire. Active management, whether it's state
or private enterprise, reduces management
costs, keeps the state more green and helps
the cattle industry.”

The  banquet  featured  awards,
acknowledgements and guest speaker Red
Steagall, who entertained the crowd with a
litany of stories and original songs.

“Every now and then you’ll need a
lawyer and every now and then you’ll need a
doctor,” he said. “But three times a day, every
day of your life, you’ll need a rancher and a
farmer.”

Pearce believes it’s fitting that a member
of the Tribe, as one of the first in the state to
have cattle, will lead the FCA.

“Alex is very detail oriented, thinks
things through, sees the bigger picture and
has always surrounded himself with people
who can get things done,” Pearce said. “We
are excited for Alex to be our leader; he
brings a lot to the table.”

Griner said the best part of the job
when he served as president was interacting
with members, seeing parts of the state he
normally wouldn’t have had time for, being
exposed to different ways of doing things
and different opinions. He has no doubt that
Johns will rise to the task.

“He’s an extremely  talented,
knowledgeable person, he’s got everything,”
Griner said. “He’s young, intelligent and
articulate; he’s got it all. We look forward to
having Alex as our president, he’s a special

guy.”
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Native women set out to diversify

BY LI COHEN & DAMON SCOTT
Copy Editor & Staff Reporter

Women have dominated political
headlines since the beginning of 2018
as this year has seen a record number of
females vying for political seats. From local
governments to federal positions, thousands
of women are setting out to make "her"story
— AKA female history — as the sheer number
of female 2018 candidates has broken 1992’s
record. Regarding just U.S. Congressional
positions, the new ‘Year of the Woman’ has
seen at least 168 more candidates than in
1992. And as those women continue fighting
their ways to the general election, one group
of women is setting out to transform 2018
from "Year of the Woman" to "Year of the
Native Woman."

Forty-eight Native American women
representing 17 states are running for state
and congressional offices. Three of those
women are running for U.S. Congress:
Sharice Davids, D-Kans.; Debra Haaland,
D-NM; and Amanda Douglas, D-Okla.
The three candidates represent the Ho-
Chunk, Laguna Pueblo and Cherokee tribes,
respectively.

While their success wouldn’t be the
first time Native Americans have held
congressional seats — 21 men have been in the
U.S. House and Senate since 1789 — it would
certainly be a dramatic shift in representation.
If any of these three women are elected in the
Nov. 6 midterm election, it will be the first
time in history Native American women will
hold congressional seats.

Sharice Davids
Democratic candidate for Kansas'
U.S. House District Three

Sharice Davids is a member of the Ho-
chunk Nation of Wisconsin and spent the
majority of her life in Kansas. There, she
was raised by her mom, who also served in
the U.S. Army for 20 years. Davids’ political
career started after she graduated with her law
degree from Cornell University. Seeking to
focus on equity and fighting for underserved
communities, she completed a year as a
White House Fellow as the administration
transitioned from Barack Obama to Donald
Trump.

Debra Haaland
Democratic candidate for New
Mexico’s U.S. House District One

Debra Haaland is a member of the
Laguna Pueblo tribe and was the lieutenant
governor nominee of New Mexico in 2014
after serving for one year as the Native
American caucus chair for the Democratic
Party. She was the first Native American
woman in the U.S. to chair a state party.
Haaland was also the first chairwoman elected
to the Laguna Development Corp. board of
directors, overseeing the business operations
of the second largest tribal gaming enterprise
in New Mexico. She has worked on many
“get out the vote” efforts and volunteered
full time for President Barack Obama’s 2008
campaign. Haaland is a single mother who
was raised in a military family. She earned
her law degree at the University of New
Mexico School of Law in Albuquerque.

Amanda Douglas
Democratic candidate for Oklahoma's
U.S. House District One

Amanda Douglas is a member of the
Cherokee tribe has spent her entire life in
Oklahoma, where she now resides with her
husband and daughter. Originally a business
analyst and consultant, she broke her way
into politics after her daughter was born in
2016 as a way to help prepare a better future,
specifically regarding education, for her
child.

The Tribune spoke with these
congressional candidates to find out a little
bit more about their campaigns.

1 Why do you think that Native
, American  women  running
for congressional seats is so
important?

i Davids: “We should have
elected officials that are more
representative and reflective of

what the country not only looks like in terms
of the demographics, but also the experiences
of a broader range of people in this country.
When | think about that, I think about being
a Native woman but | also think about
my educational background, going from
community college to my bachelors to Cornell
for law school and having to work the entire
time I was in college. Being raised by a single
parent and even growing up in a military
family, I think those kinds of experiences are
things we don’t see represented enough or
see reflected in Congress.”

Haaland: “We’ve never had a Native
American woman in Congress before. When
you think about me, or any woman looking
at Congress, and not seeing them represented
in those seats, it’s evident that diversity is
important and we need differing perspectives.
Not all the answers come from a white male
perspective. We need the perspectives of
people who know what it’s like to struggle,
who struggle to find a job, who struggle to
buy groceries and have those perspectives to
help to solve issues.”

Douglas: "1 would like to be one of the
first in the class of Native American females
to serve [in Congress]. I’m a huge supporter
of Debra Haaland of New Mexico and Sharice
Davids from Kansas. It has a lot to do with not
just overcoming the hurdles that minorities

have to face, but also the Me Too movement
has gotten a lot of women ready to speak out
and ready to fight for what they think is right.
I think those are two of the catalysts that have
led to Native American women running for
office. I think it’s fantastic and I hope that
we can serve together as a caucus and as a
team to work toward making a difference for
Native citizens.”

' What issues are you prioritizing
, how and if you are elected to
Congress?

\ Davids: “In terms of what’s
important in this district, there’s
1 a lot of focus on public education
which | can of course identify with
since | feel like a lot of opportunities I’ve had
in my life stem from my access to quality
public schools and being able to go to state
schools and the community college here in
the third district. Access to health care is a
big issue across the country and that’s not
just because people need to be covered by
insurance, but also because there are a lot of
people who, even when they have insurance,
don’t have access to quality or affordable
health care. Immigration | feel like is one
of the bigger pieces of what | end up talking
to a lot of people about and what personally
is just very important to me. And there’s
so many [conversations about] climate
change and us figuring out ways to be better
stewards of the land and trying to make sure
that we’re leaving a place for our children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren that’s
going to have clean air and water to drink.”

Haaland: “We talked a great deal in our
primary campaign about the environment,
climate change and renewable energy. | want
to move us toward 100 percent renewable
energy. It affects a lot of our Native
communities. Melting ice is affecting Native
communities in Alaska, for example. | care
a great deal about our environment and how
we produce energy in our country.

Another issue is health insurance.
Working families struggle to be insured and
make ends meet, when minimum wage is
$7.25 hour. They struggle to find enough jobs
to keep the roof over their children’s heads.
All of those things are important.

We need to find more equity in what
people are doing. Education is tied to that.
My daughter just graduated from college,
and she already has a five figure student
loan she has to figure out how to pay. And
there’s an attack on public education. We
need to strengthen it — to allow every single
student to have a quality public education.
I’m against taxpayer money being used for a
voucher system. And | know there’s an issue
with Impact Aid [Program] funding, which
affects a lot of [American] Indian students.

Douglas: "My biggest issue is
education. Right now in Oklahoma any
politician that you talk to is going to say that
education is their No. 1 priority because it’s
so important in our state right now. | like to
explain to people that with a daughter that’s
about to be school-age and as someone who
can’t personally afford private school, | have
a vested interest in turning education in this
state around and | have a deadline because |
only have so much time before I’m actually
enrolling her in the school’s that | want to
improve. ... Sometimes people think that it’s
really only a state-level issue, but the budget
proposal earlier this year from President
Trump cut $3.5 billion from Title | funds
that are specifically meant for low income
and special needs students. Betsy DeVos
continues to push for voucher programs
that funnel even more money from public
education. ... [ would like to fight to stop the
cuts toward education and increase federal
funding for Title | programs and | want to put
a stop to those voucher programs. | would
also like to push for the replacement of Betsy
DeVos as the Secretary of Education. | think a
lot of people did not want her confirmed into

political representation

that role and I don’t believe she’s qualified to
be doing what she’s doing.”

1 How do you plan to work with
, the Republican-led Congress to
achieve your goals?

' Davids: “What we’re seeing
now is just the top leadership of
the party pushing against some

of that and from what I’ve seen there are a
lot of people who are Republican that are
willing to come to the table and I think that as
Democrats we need to be willing to come to
the table as well. One of the nice things about
hopefully having a massive influx of new
congressional members is that there will be
new action taken in a place where the status
quo or the homogenous group of people ...
when there’s a shift in that I’m hoping there
will be a shift in people who are willing to
work together a little bit more."

Haaland: “I believe wholeheartedly
that we have a big opportunity to flip the
House. | think that’s a reality. So | am going
to work to that end, first of all. I am more than
happy to work with any Republicans who
will help Americans get health care and move
the country toward 100 percent renewable
energy."

Douglas: “My husband is a Republican
and he has been since | met him and he’s not
changed his affiliation even to vote for me
in the primary. | joke that we’re a bipartisan
household, but I’m also serious in that | do
have to on a daily basis be able to listen
and hear the opinions of someone who’s
politically different from me and process
that in a way that is civil and leans toward
progress. | think what we see now is people
on the extreme left at people on the extreme
right and really most people fall somewhere
in the middle of that range. [We just need]
people who know how to work with other
people and aren’t just out to push the national
party principles. | want to put people before
party. I am a Democrat and most of my
ideals line up with the Democrat Party, but
that doesn’t mean my job as a representative
is to further the Democratic Party. My job
as a representative is to make sure that the
people I represent are taken care of, whether
that might be through legislation proposed
by Demaocrats or proposed by Republicans or
Independents. My job is to represent and care
about the people I’'m elected to represent.
They are more important to me than party
affiliation.”

' How do you plan to help Native
. American tribes with your role
in Congress?
. Davids: “I think that there’s
a lot of room there for not only
' tribal interests but also the interests
of folks who have to make decisions about
the tribal federal trust responsibility. Having
a member who is intimately aware of
sovereignty and self-determination and the
tribal federal trust responsibility can be really
effective in terms of educating folks on those
issues.”

Haaland: “I'm always going to
fight any decreases in funding. The U.S.
government has a trust responsibility with
tribes. Additionally, | want to make sure
tribal leaders have an opportunity to have
a seat at the table. When [House] Speaker
[Paul] Ryan was passing the tax bill, tribal
leaders wanted to speak on it and didn’t have
an opportunity. I’ll fight very hard for that.
It’s a government to government relationship
and they should have every opportunity to
speak when these issues are being debated
in the House. Native American tribes will be
automatic allies when I’m elected. My door
will always be open to the Seminole Tribe.”

Douglas: “I really look forward to

reaching out for support from the tribes and
really finding out what issues they are looking
to push forward. As far as committees outside
of the Native American community, 1’d like
to serve and help the committee on education
and the workforce, which specifically align
with my desire to improve education. | also
think it would be really interesting to look
into the committee on ethics since that one
is a non-partisan committee looking at ethics
within governing bodies.”

' How do you think the federal
1 budget can be improved?

Davids: “One of the things
A' I really think about a lot is equity
. in everything. Equity in the
way we distribute our federal
resources, equity in the way that programs
are developed, and | think that it’s a concept
not enough of us understand. We talk about
equality a lot, but equity is something that’s
starting to seep into the conversation a lot
more. It’s something I’d like to see more
widely used, how we integrate equity into our
policies, because | think that will be the key
to us having true equality in this country."

Haaland: “We can make everyone
pay their fair share. We’ve been subsidizing
corporations on the low wages of workers.
When | worked at a bakery, my boss could
afford to give us raises and health care, paid
leave. It’s almost as if small business owners
can’t afford to do that anymore. We’re giving
these tax breaks to give the CEOs million-
dollar bonuses. It’s so unequitable; I cringe
when | think about it. Tax breaks should go to
small business owners to be able to give their
employees health care and a living wage.
There’s no reason on earth that one should
get millions of dollars of bonuses."

Douglas: “One of the things we struggle
with here in Oklahoma is that about 15
percent of our bridges and like 26 percent of
the roads are considered structurally deficient
or in poor condition. My favorite statistic that
I read recently is that on average Oklahomans
spend more than $700 per year on maintaining
their cars due to poor road conditions. | just
had a rock fly up from the road and puncture
the condenser on my radiator so now the air
conditioning has gone out on my car and
that’s the second time that has happened with
this vehicle, just because of the debris on the
roadway. Part of the problem with that is that
a lot of the funding for projects like that come
from the federal motor fuel tax and that was
determined like 25 years ago. It’s not based
on a percentage it’s just a number percent of
gallon per fuel sold so it hasn’t really kept up
as far as inflation’s concerned and that’s a
big thing we need to address. ... We cannot
continue with levies that are possibly going
to fail if we have a heavy rain or have bridges
that might fail while people are driving on
them.”

For more information on these
candidates, visit their campaign websites:
Sharice Davids at ShariceForCongress.
com; Debra Haaland at DebForCongress.
com; and  Amanda  Douglas  at
AmandaDouglasForCongress.com.

you have the tools you

prevent more serious
health problems.

Learn more at

https://go.cms.gov/diabetes909457

With Medicaid, Medicare,
or private insurance,

need to screen for diabetes,
monitor it, and treat it to
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RICHARD

CASTILLO
954.522.3500

SEMINOLE COMMUNITY
FOR MANY YEARS

24 HOURS A DAY

Since 1990 | have protected rights like yours.
My office defends DUIs, drug offenses, suspended
licenses, domestic violence, and all felonies and
misdemeanors throughout Florida and the

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision
that should not be based solely upon advertise-
ment. Castillo worked as a Public Defender in
Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in
private practice since 1996. In 1995, he was voted
the Trial Attorney of the year. He graduated from
Capital University in 1989 and was admitted to the
Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 1992, and the Fed-
eral Trial Bar in 1994.
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Beverly Bidney

Johnny Jimmie, center, is flanked by two of his 12 children, Holama and Alice Jimmie, as they enjoy the
Immokalee Father’s Day party.

Courtesy photo Damon Scott
Joshua Sneed shows off the fish he caught during the Fort Pierce “Uncle” Eddy Gonzalez holds Evianna Nunez during Brighton’s Father’s
Father’s Day chartered fishing trip off the coast of Riveria Beach. Day luncheon June 7.
5 P 3 e Damon Scott
everly bianey everly bianey . .
In back, from left to right, are Steve Osceola, Jackie Thompson-Osceola and Luke
Three generations of the Garza family celebrate Father’s Day in Inmokalee. Michael Alvarado and Gil Yzaguirre watch to see if the beanbag thrown by Alan Mcinturff | 2000 14 front are Kylerg.’lenkins and Katana Lamb. The familye:elebrated Father's Day
From left are Manual, Mia, Josh and Milani Garza. hits the mark at the Inmokalee Father’s Day celebration.

at Top Golf in Miami Gardens.

Damon Scott
The Holata family took part in the Hollywood Father’s Day celebration
at Top Golf in Miami Gardens on June 14. From left to right are Felicia,
Maycee, Shyla and Jay. Auynn, the youngest, is in front.

Damon Scott

Three generations of the Micco family gather at Brighton’s Father’s Day celebration June 7. From left,
Mary Jo, Jaden, Mike and Bill.

Beverly Bidney

The Bowers family poses for a portrait at the BC Father’s Day luncheon June
18. Seated are Eugene and David, standing are Phil, Liam and Nadine Bowers.

Damon Scott Courtesy photo

The Osceola family, pictured from left to right, are Conchade, Mitch, Dawn, Gyanna and Byron. The i . . Beverly Bid"fw 'I:rav_elis T_imothy reelsin a fish during the Fort Pierce Father’s Day chartered
family participated in Hollywood’s Father’s Day outing at Top Golf in Miami Gardens. Quenton Cypress is a happy dad as he holds his daughter Willow, 2, as Maria _ fishing trip.
Vargas looks on at the BC Father’s Day celebration.



Miccosukee gaming revenue
up for federal taxation

Attorney vows
Supreme Court
appeal

BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

In a published decision June 4, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit affirmed
a trial judge’s previous decision that the
federal government could collect taxes from
Native American tribal casinos and from
tribal members who receive disbursements
from those casinos.

“When an Indian tribe decides to
distribute the revenue from gaming activities

. the distributions are subject to federal
taxes,” wrote 11th Circuit Judge Gerald
Tjoflat.

The ruling affirms a decision by Miami
U.S. District Judge Cecilia Altonaga, that
defendant Sally Jim and the Miccosukee
Tribe can be held liable for unpaid taxes.

The decision involves a dispute that has
been reported on for almost two decades. In
2001, the federal government learned that
Jim failed to report or pay taxes on $272,000
in disbursements she received from the
Tribe, which operates Miccosukee Indian
Bingo and Gaming.

The government later learned that the
Tribe had earned more than $32 million
from its casino operations, and had failed
to withhold any taxes, according to court
documents.

The government argued that taxes were
due under the 1988 Indian Gaming Revenue
Act, which was enacted “to protect the Indian
gaming industry from corruption and to
provide for extensive federal oversight,” the
court said.

Jim and the Tribe have argued that the
IGRA was superseded by the Tribal General
Welfare Exclusion Act, which generally
precludes taxation of tribal revenues.

But Altonaga and the 11th Circuit agreed

with the government, saying that the TGWEA
was not meant to override the IGRA.

“[Pler capita distribution of gaming
revenue remains taxable income, even if the
distribution arguably promotes the welfare
of a tribe,” Tjoflat said in the decision. “The
distribution payments cannot qualify as Indian
general welfare benefits under the TGWEA
because Congress specifically subjected such
distributions to federal taxation in IGRA.”

Jim’s attorney, Robert Saunooke, located
in Miramar, maintains that tribes have the
right to collect revenues and distribute
those revenues as they see fit without being
subjected to taxation.

“This is a very complex issue ... Suffice
it to say that we are disappointed with the
result and will be appealing to the U.S.
Supreme Court. We are hopeful that some of
the misleading language in the order will be
clarified there,” Saunooke said in an email to
the Seminole Tribune.

Multiple attempts to reach the
Miccosukee Tribe’s attorney in this matter,
George Abney of Atlanta’s Alston & Bird,
were unsuccessful.

Kids have a splash at
summer aquatics days

BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

On June 12, the Big Cypress Recreation
Department, along with the Boys &
Girls Clubs of America and Big Cypress

Councilman Mondo Tiger, hosted a “Summer
Aquatics Day Kick Off Party.” Kids from
across the reservation enjoyed a variety of
activities, food and fun at the Big Cypress
Community Pool.

Immokalee held their water day June 11.

Beverly Bidney

Jacynda Martinez, Madison Martinez and Jaylah Garcia vogue for the camera at the Imnmokalee

summer camp kickoff.

Damon Scott

Kids enjoyed refreshments such as these “make your own” snow cones in Big Cypress.

Damon Scott
The water boats are a fan favorite as kids floated
through a water jungle of inflatable animals in Big
Cypress.

Beverly Bidney
Willie Callins and Elana Kendrick enjoy the water
slide at the Immokalee summer camp Kkickoff
water fun day June 11.
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Immokalee
summer camp
cooks up culture

BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

Summer camp is more than games,
sports and water fun. In Immokalee the
campers also learned to cook a traditional
Seminole meal in the cooking chickee June
13.

The day was plenty hot without the large
fire raging under the grate in the chickee, but
the kids endured the heat and successfully
made a meal of spaghetti, macaroni and
cheese, corn, green beans and fry bread. Boys
gathered wood, girls made the fry bread and
everyone enjoyed the meal together.

Beverly Bidney
Juanita Martinez, Immokalee Culture site
coordinator, shows Arianna Rodriguez how to
shake excess fry bread dough off her hands
during the culture lunch June 13.

Beverly Bidney

Teamwork makes the work in the cooking chickee easier as campers and culture employees make an
enormous amount of macaroni and cheese. Markayla Cummings, Ashley Faz, Cecilia Garcia, America

Ramirez and Mary Jane Martinez are pictured.

Beverly Bidney

Learning to make fry bread dough can be an adventure but with help from Juanita Martinez, these

girls figure it out.
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BY TARA BACKHOUSE
Collections Manager, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum

The Museum’s historic  collection
consists of many types of things, from 19th
century newspapers to patchwork clothing,
to sculpture and paintings. However, the
majority of the objects we care for are
photographs. We estimate we have 150,000
photographs that range from the early 20th
century to the present

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA

ALLTALLTHLK]

A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER.

Photographs show historic Fort Marion
woven Iinto Florida’s Native history

photographs. Both show Native American
people at the Castillo de San Marcos in St.
Augustine, AKA Fort Marion. The fort has
a long history, as it was completed in 1695,
and used by Spanish, British and United
States forces throughout the 18th and 19th
centuries, as each tried to wrestle control of

and forcibly removed even further away
from their homeland. The heartbreaking
photograph below, which is a copy obtained
from the Florida State Photographic
Archives, shows one such group at the fort
in 1875. This strong and resolute group of
people look determined to survive this unjust

System, Castillo de San Marcos welcomes
thousands of people every year to learn about
its history, including the part it played in the
Indian conflicts. The Seminole Tribe took a
trip to Fort Marion on January 31, 1998 in
order to trace the path of Osceola, one of the
great heroes of the Seminole War. He was

other trip? Were you perhaps there?

This group of Seminole visitors probably
found it hard to learn about the darker days of
the fort. Nonetheless such a visit illustrates
how much has changed since the conflicts of
the 19th century. Endurance, adaptability
and acumen have formed the 20th century

Florida away from each other
and the native populations
who lived here. During the
19th century, many groups of

day. You've no
doubt seen some
of our photographs
in other articles, at
community  events,
or at the Museum.
We often publish
articles to ask for
help in gathering
information  about
them. We’ll echo that
request here, but we
also want to share a
stunning comparison.

Some of the
most interesting
things we discover
in the collection
involve comparisons
of objects separated
by decades of time.
For example, by
comparing an early
20th century wooden

doll to a brightly
colored palmetto
doll from the Iate

20th century, one can
see how styles and
materials changed, as

Army as prisoners of war at Fort Marion from 1875 to 1878.

Seminole
story. It’s a
good thing
to see the
smiles and
prosperity in
the modern
photo,  but
many people
think it’s
also good to
remember
the injustices
and suffering
of the past so
they are not
repeated.
These
t w 0
photographs
s hare
the same
stone  wall
backgrounds,
and that
presents both
a  haunting
memory  of
the past and
an optimistic
view of
the  future.

Courtesy photo

Alarge group of Kiowa, Cheyenne, Comanche, and Arapaho
chiefs and warriors were detained by the United States A group of modern-day visitors to the Castillo de San Marcos find a park ranger and historical interpreter dressed as a Spanish soldier happy to pose with
them within the walls that once imprisoned their ancestors.

Part of the
Museum’s
purpose s

Courtesy photo

well as how Seminole
artistry  developed
over 100 years. Another type of comparison
often happens in our library. Our 19th
century newspapers usually tell a deplorable
and terribly sad story of an expansionist war,
genocide and racist propaganda. However
a 20th century newspaper such as this one
tells stories of success and highlights happy
occasions.

We recently ran across one such pair of

Native people, including Apache, Arapaho,
Cheyenne, Comanche, Kiowa and Seminole
found themselves imprisoned in the fort
during various conflicts with the presiding
government. The years from 1886 to 1887
saw nearly 500 Apache prisoners living
there. The living conditions were not good,
and many did not survive. Others were taken

imprisonment, so far from their western
homes.

In contrast, this next picture shows
a very different group of visitors to the
fort. No longer are the Seminole people
or any other tribal groups subject to abuse
and imprisonment there, and war no longer
darkens its walls. As part of the National Park

first imprisoned there before being moved to
another prison in Charleston, SC where he
died. In 1998, the STOF trip continued to
Charleston to experience and honor Osceola’s
journey. It’s possible that this picture was
taken on that trip. However there may have
been other organized trips to St. Augustine.
Do any of our readers know about this or any

to find these
stories  and
share  them
with the community. We welcome questions,
conversation and information. 1f you would
like to help shine a light on history, come
and work with us, there are volunteer and
employment options here for you. Just
contact the Museum at 863-902-1113, or stop
by and see us anytime!
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Health $

Brighton rallies teens for
community support

BY LI COHEN
Copy Editor

Despite the endless apps and websites
available at their fingertips, officials say
teenagers are more disconnected than ever
from their mental and emotional health.

“We see a disconnect with teens being
able to talk to their parents about issues and
parents come in sometimes and say there’s
things coming up with their kids and they
don’t know how to talk to them about it,”
said Nichole Chapa, aftercare and prevention
counselor at Brighton’s Center for Behavioral
Health.

To help local teenagers with their mental
and emotional health, the Brighton Health
Clinic launched a bi-weekly teen support
group on June 18. Sessions will be held
on the first and third Monday every month
from 2 to 3 p.m. at the Center for Behavioral
Health in Brighton.

The support group is open to Tribal teens
from 13 to 19 years old to learn and practice

social and coping skills, process emotions
and receive feedback from their peers and
health professionals. While teenagers will
primarily run the group’s dialogue, Chapa
or another facilitator will always be present
to ensure no bullying or negative comments
happen during discussions. The Center for
Behavioral Health will also occasionally
bring in counselors or other speakers to
discuss specific topics, such as depression or
anxiety.

According to the National Institute of
Mental Health, more than 3 million teenagers
between the ages of 12 and 17 had at least
one major depressive episode in 2016.
Adolescent females were 13 percent more
likely to be impacted than adolescent males.

“A lot of teens feel like they don’t get a
chance to speak very much, and even when
they are speaking with their friends it’s not
really about anything too serious,” Chapa
said. “With friends, you usually talk about
things more light-hearted, but if you have a
group that is specifically for support, it could
maybe allow them to feel like they can be

more open, that they can talk more and feel
more understood.”

Chapa hopes that teens will quickly
know that the support group is a judgement-
free zone and that all discussions will be
confidential.

“It’s going to be a place where you can
express yourself and make connections that
you didn’t know you could,” she explained.
“People tend to stay with their own groups
and this could get people to see that there’s
support in the community they might not
have had before.”

The Mayo Clinic recommends that
parents help prevent mental illness in children
by encouraging them to develop friendships
and social groups, stay physically active,
reduce their electronic time, get enough
sleep, and to seek help as soon as they begin
experiencing depression symptoms.

If the support group is successful in
Brighton, the Center for Behavioral Health
plans to expand the support group to other
reservations.

Native Americans forgotten in
national health data

BY SARAH LIESE
Native American Journalists Association

For years the Indigenous population
have been excluded or underrepresented
from national data, leading to lack of
funding according to the Federal Data
Collection in  American Indian/Alaska
Native Communities researched by National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI)
Policy Research Center.

Accurate data would allow for tribal
leaders to better provide services to their
citizens. NCAI stated that the inclusion
of Native Americans in data could change
federal budget planning, service provision,
resource allocation and tribal eligibility for
federal grants.

A 2017 report from the National Cancer
Institute found that American cancer rates
are declining overall, but that is not true for
Native Americans.

Kristine Rhodes, CEO of the American
Indian Cancer Foundation, spoke out against
this inaccuracy at the 2017 Excellence in
Journalism Conference during the Native
health panel.

Rhodes corrected this report by
including Native Americans to the study.
She found that the Indigenous community
had increasing cancer rates over the last
20 years. She also encouraged other health
professionals to normalize that Natives are a
part of the data.

“What I tell researchers and partners that
we work with [is] if | see a chart and it has
‘white, black and other,” | ask them to at least
put in American Indian with an asterisk,”
Rhodes said. “We can’t just continue to be
invisible in these data pieces, and they need
to able to explain why they aren’t including
us.”

Mark Trahant, a journalist and professor
at the University of North Dakota, also found
that Native Americans were out of mind for
many medical professionals. Nearly eight
years ago when Trahant was editor for the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, he had access to

the top experts in the world and his questions
regarding Native health shook them.

“These top experts would come in and at
the end of every interview | would ask, ‘How
does this fit with the Indian health system?’”
Trahant said. “And their faces would drop. It
had never occurred to them.”

American Indians account for 1.7 percent
of the U.S. population. This tiny number,
combined with a mistrust of data collection
and federal government agencies by Native
Americans increases the inclusion issues
according to the (NCAI) Policy Research
Center.

The Assistant Secretary for Planning
and Evaluation (ASPE) recognized the
insufficient sample size, and suggests to
increase the sample size, over-sample, collect
multiple years of annually researched data,
fund and perform studies to address the well-
being of American Indians, and lastly, seek
out partnerships with Native communities.

Language and geographic barriers such
as poor roads or houses without addresses
add to the number of challenges as well.

The ASPE responded to these barriers
with a solution centered on reviewing
sampling techniques. Their answer is to
provide cost-effective identification for those
not residing on reservations/homelands,
increase rural sample sizes, oversample those
living on Native homelands and come up
with new approaches to maximize the use of
existing data from rural areas while protecting
privacy and confidentiality of respondents.

Freelance reporter Lenzy Krehbiel-
Burton, a former correspondent for the
Native Health News Alliance, noted that a
reason Native Americans are missing from
data is because the people conducting the
survey may not be in a place with a notable
Indigenous presence.

Krehbiel-Burton also suggested the
answer is placing more boots on the ground
to actively seek out Native Americans in the
community.

“Because we are out of sight and out
of mind, they don’t necessarily think to ask
about us,” Krehbiel-Burton said. “It’s going

to take everybody speaking up and saying,
‘Hey we’re here, please don’t forget about
us.””

Mallory Black, the Communication
Editor for StrongHearts Native Helpline,
spoke about the importance of Indigenous
news organizations, such as the Native
Health News Alliance, to aid in the inclusion
of Indigenous people in health data.

“It’s not necessarily advocating for these
issues. It’s about informing people about what
the issues are, what the statistics and the data
do show when they are available, but what
solutions are happening in- house,” Black
said. “What solutions are being proposed by
the communities themselves to respond to
these issues, and what they’re bringing to the
table.”

To move away from stereotypes, the
Native health panel at the 2018 Nation Native
Media Conference will focus on solutions
rather than centering on beaten down
statistics such as diabetes or heart disease.
The goal is to zoom in on the heart of Native
communities and see what tribal leaders are
doing to address these issues.

One of the speakers at the Native media
panel, Antonia Gonzales, is collaborating
with the Solutions Journalism Network that is
doing a series called State of Change, a group
of newsrooms in New Mexico impacting
rural communities. She is also interacting
with the New Mexico in Focus for PBS
covering health and wellness issues.

In those projects, Gonzales said they
are wanting to include Native voices in
mainstream media. She hopes to steer away
fromthe “gloom and doom” of Indian Country
by zooming in on grassroots members, Native
programming, health services and traditional
and western medicine solutions in order to
bring the well-being and development of the
Indigenous community to the forefront.

“Not only are reporting and our stories
taking a look and examining what people
are doing to overcome challenges, but it also
means we are providing more information
and getting more information out there on
these issues,” Gonzales said.

Make preparations for
mosquito season

SUBMITTED BY BOB LAMENDOLA
Florida Department of Health Broward County

April and May showers bring June ...
not flowers, mosquitoes.

After the heavy rains of May and
subtropical storm Alberto, the biting bugs are
back and you should protect your family.

The bug to watch for is the Aedes
mosquito, a small, black one with white spots
that lives close to people, right outside or
inside your house. They specialize in biting
humans, and stay active all day.

Aedes mosquitoes carry Zika virus and
other tropical viruses such as chikungunya
and dengue fever. So far this year, no locally
transmitted cases of tropical diseases have
been reported in South Florida but a few
cases have been reported in people who
traveled to countries where the diseases are
present.

“Everyone should be aware of
mosquitoes and take steps to protect
themselves,” says Dr. Paula Thagi, director of

the Florida Department of Health in Broward
County. “The best way to do that is to avoid
being bitten. We recommend a practice called
Drain and Cover.”

Drain standing water in and around the
house.

Get rid of water that collects in garbage
cans, tires, buckets, roof gutters, pool covers,
coolers, toys, flower pots and plants with
pockets, such as bromeliads. Discard items
where rain or sprinkler water collects. Clean
bird baths and pet water bowls twice a week.

Eliminate even puddles, because Aedes
can breed in containers as small as a bottle
cap. Aedes can even breed inside the home,
in spots where water drips and collects.

Cover yourself and the openings in your
home. If you go outdoors when mosquitoes
are active, wear shoes, socks, long pants and
long sleeves. Spray your skin and clothing
with repellent containing DEET or other
approved ingredients (check the label).
Keep windows and doors closed, and repair
damaged screening.

Cathy Newby appointed
NB3 Foundation board chair

PRESS RELEASE

The Notah Begay 111 (NB3) Foundation
announced in June that Cathy Newby, a
member of the Diné (Navajo) Nation, is the
foundation’s new board of directors chair.
Newby is the manager of tribal affairs for
the PNM Governmental Affairs Department,
New Mexico’s largest electricity provider
that serves more than 500,000 New Mexico
residential and business customers. The NB3
Foundation’s mission is to reduce childhood
obesity and type 2 diabetes among Native
American youth.

“The NB3 Foundation is honored to
welcome Cathy to this leadership role on the
board of directors,” said NB3 Foundation
President and CEO Justin Kii Huenemann.
“Cathy knows New Mexico, tribes and Native
communities well and has deep roots within
the communities to help the Foundation
continue to grow locally and nationally.”

Newby has a  bachelor’s in
communications and journalism from Eastern
New Mexico University in Portales, New
Mexico. She grew up on the Navajo Nation
in Tohatchi, New Mexico.

Swim healthy, stay healthy

SUBMITTED BY NICHOLAS PERSAUD
STOF Environmental Health Program

Swimming is a fun and a great way to
stay healthy and spend time with family and
friends. However, it’s important not to swim
or let your kids swim if they have diarrhea.
Just one diarrheal incident in the water can
release millions of diarrhea-causing germs
like Crypto (short for Cryptosporidium),
Giardia, Shigella, norovirus, and E. coli
0157:H7. This can make other swimmers
sick if they swallow a mouthful of
contaminated water.

Most germs are Killed within minutes
by common pool disinfectants like chlorine
or bromine, but Crypto is a germ that can
survive in properly chlorinated water for
more than seven days. This is why Crypto
is the leading cause of outbreaks linked to
swimming in the United States.

Tips for Healthy Swimming
Practicing  healthy  swimming is
important to keep ourselves and our loved
ones healthy. Whether in the pool, the hot
tub/spa, or water playground we can all
help protect ourselves and our loved ones
from germs by following these simple but
effective steps:
- Don’t swim or let children swim when
sick with diarrhea.
- Don’t swallow the water.
- Take kids on bathroom breaks every
hour.

- Check diapers, and change them in a
bathroom or diaper-changing area —
not poolside — to keep germs away
from the pool.

- Shower before you get in the water.
Rinsing off in the shower for just
one minute helps get rid of any
germs that might be on your body.

Prevent Injury

Drowning is a leading cause of
unintentional injury death among children
one to 14 years old. In fact, drowning kills
more young children one to four years old
than anything else except birth defects.

Of drowning victims who survive and
are treated in emergency rooms, more than
half are hospitalized or transferred for further
care. They often experience brain damage,
which can cause memory problems, learning
disabilities, or permanent loss of basic
functioning (or permanent vegetative state).
Swimmers can prevent fatal and non-fatal
drowning by learning swimming skills, by
wearing life vests, and by swimming under
the close supervision of parents, caregivers,
or lifeguards who know cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR).

Remember: You can contact the STOF
Fire Department for a schedule of free CPR
Classes

The Environmental Health Program
requests that you call the STOF Health
Department with any pool related issues. We
can be reached at 954-985-2330.

New Medicare cards coming

SUBMITTED BY PAUL ISAACS, MD
STOF Department of Health and Human Services

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) will mail you a new
Medicare card between April 2018 and April
2019. Medicare is removing your Social
Security number from your card and is
replacing it with a number that is unique to
you. Your new Medicare number will contain

a combination of numbers and uppercase
letters. This change will help protect your
identity.

Once you get your new card, safely
and securely destroy your old card and
start using your new card right away.
Protect yourself by making sure no one
can get your personal information from
your old Medicare card.

Please make sure your mailing

address with Medicare
is up to date. If your
address needs to be
corrected, contact
Social  Security at
ssa.gov/myaccount
or 1-800-772-12183.
TTY users can call
1-800-325-0778. You
may also contact one

of the medical

social  workers
at the STOF
Health Clinic
for assistance in
updating  your
address.

Beware of
anyone who
contacts you
about your new
Medicare card.

CMS will never
ask you to give
them  personal
or private
information  to
get your new
Medicare number
and card.



10A e The Seminole Tribune ® June 29, 2018

SEMINOLE SCENES ¢

AdA A

Courtesy photo 1

ON THE SEA: Anani
Griffin, Karla Timothy,
Remiel Griffin and Tristan
Timothy enjoy their day
on a chartered fishing
boat during the Fort Pierce
Father’s Day event June 14
on the Atlantic Ocean off
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Photo courtesy Glades County

GLADES HONORS PECS EDUCATOR: The Glades County Board of County Commissioners
honors Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School fourth-grade teacher Joy Prescott with a Teacher
of the Year recognition at the start of the board’s regular meeting May 29. Prescott is PECS
Elementary Teacher of the Year and Glades District Teacher of the Year. Joining Prescott are,
from left, Commissioner Donna Storter, Commissioner Weston Pryor, Chairman John Ahern,
Commissioner Tim Stanley and Commissioner Donald Strenth. Prescott is one of five finalists
selected for the 2019 Florida Teacher of the Year. The winner will be announced in July.
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Ric Flair, Nature Boy/Facebook

READY TO RUMBLE:
Wrestling legends Ric
Flair, left, and Hulk Hogan
meet at Hard Rock Hotel
& GCasino Hollywood on
June 9. They were the

main event participants
in the Legends of the Ring
program at the resort’s
Terrace Ballroom. It was
billed as an evening of
conversation about their
careers and a Q&A with
the audience. “The Mouth
Beverly Bidney  Of the South” Jimmy Hart

SIGNED AND SEALED: Members of the Naples community traveled to Inmokalee June 25 to add Was the emcee.
their signatures to the last beam that will be placed in the guitar-shaped Seminole Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino Hollywood. The topping off ceremony will be held at the construction site July 9.

the coast of Riviera Beach.

Beverly Bidney

CLEANING CAMPERS: Jazmine Garcia, Arianna Rodriguez, Ayanna Villa and Mary Jane Martinez
share the hose as they wash fry bread dough off their hands.

Kevin Johnson
FLIPPIN’ FRIENDS: Fort Pierce buddies Remiel Griffin, 8, left, and Knowledj Ervin, 7, show off their
acrobatic skills by doing backflips June 23 outside the Chupco’s Landing Community Center in Fort
Pierce.

Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast/Facebook

HAPPY HARD ROCKERS: Hard Rock Hotel Desaru Coast holds an employee orientation event in June as the hotel prepares for its upcoming opening. The
365-room resort is located on the southeast tip of Malaysia, about 60 miles from Singapore.

Kevin Johnson

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE: With the rising Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood’s Guitar Tower under construction in the distance,
the historic Council 0ak majestically sits June 22.

Kevin Johnson

NEW DIGS: The academic year has ended at Ahfachkee, but the construction work continues for the school’s
expansion project.
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Mississippi Choctaw casinos will be
first to offer sports betting

A string of casinos owned by the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians are
likely to be the first in that state to offer
sports betting.

The Mississippi Choctaw Tribal Council
recently approved sports betting at the Silver
Star Hotel and Casino, Golden Moon Hotel
and Casino at Pearl River Resort and Bok
Homa Casino. Choctaw officials anticipate
being the first Native American tribe in
the U.S. to offer sports betting, the Clarion
Ledger reported.

Betting will be available for college
and professional sporting events, as well as
horse racing.

The move comes after the Supreme
Court struck down the federal law banning
sports betting. The ruling paved the way
for nationwide wagering and several states
moved quickly to institute sports betting.

The Choctaw tribe has not set a date for
sports betting to begin, the Clarion Ledger
reported, but are expected to introduce
wagering before other Mississippi casinos
because it is not subject to regulation by the
state Gaming Commission. The tribe has
cleared all regulatory issues, state officials
said.

The Mississippi Gaming Commission
has proposed rules for sports betting in
28-licensed casinos along the Mississippi
River and the Gulf Coast, WREG-Memphis
reported. Those rules could be adopted
by June 21, with state-licensed casinos
accepting bets as soon as July.

Existing regulations in Mississippi will
limit sports betting there to casinos, which
will pay state and local taxes worth 12
percent of the wagers, minus any payouts.

- Al.com

Idaho State Board of Education
announces tuition reduction for
Native American students

IDAHO FALLS — Members of Idaho’s
federally-recognized Native American tribes
can attend Idaho State University for $60 per
credit hour beginning this fall.

At the request of Idaho State University,
the Idaho State Board of Education approved
the pilot program at their monthly meeting
in ldaho Falls on June 21. Members of the
Shoshone-Bannock, Nez Perce, Shoshone-
Paiute, Kootenai and Coeur d’Alene Tribes
are eligible for the discounted tuition at ISU.
Students must be degree-seeking, maintain
satisfactory academic progress and apply
for federal student financial aid through
the FAFSA program to be eligible. The
discounted rate includes tuition, but other
class fees will still apply.

“We are working with the Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes to update our memorandum
of understanding and build upon our
existing relationship,” said ISU Provost and
Executive Vice President Laura Woodworth-
Ney in a news release. “The announcement
helps to remove financial barriers to
education for students in our Southeast
Idaho community.”

For an Idaho student taking 12 credits,
the cost of tuition is currently $3,710 per
semester at ISU. Under the new program,
Native American students will pay $720.

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes Vice
Chairman Ladd Edmo and tribal member
college students, Sidney Fellows and Galen
Edmo, testified in support of reducing costs
and making college more affordable to tribal
members.

“We have almost 6,000 Tribal members
and we have the largest number of enrolled
tribal members who attend Idaho colleges
and universities,” Edmo said in a news
release. “This proposal would work to
correct the education disparities within the
State of Idaho and specifically for the Tribal
members of my Tribe.”

Idaho State University is working with
the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes to finalize the
details, including the application process
and outreach to the Tribal membership

“We support the state’s efforts to
improve access to higher education and this
decision will make a difference for many
in our state,” said ISU President Kevin
Satterlee.

- EastldahoNews.com

USU receives $1 million grant to
create Native American inclusivity
program

Utah State University received a
million-dollar grant in June from the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute to create
the new Mentoring and Encouraging Student
Academic Success program to better support
Native American students transferring to
USU Logan from the USU Blanding campus.

“The Howard Hughes Medical
Institute’s Inclusive Excellence Program
is intended to reduce the barriers to
inclusion by students who might otherwise
have challenges integrating into four-
year programs in STEM areas,” said Al
Savitzky, professor and department head
in the department of biology at Utah State
University and one of the leaders of this new
program.

Savitzky said Native Americans are
underrepresented in STEM and higher
education nationwide.

“The latest statistics that we have from
the National Science Foundation indicate
that Native Americans represent only one
percent of undergraduate students across the
country and they represent less than half of

one percent of graduate students in STEM
disciplines.”

The goal of this inclusivity program
is to create a supportive and encouraging
environment for Native American transfer
students.

“Really the Hughes program in general
is focused on improving institutional
cultures and generating a more inclusive
environment and so one of the first things
we’re going to have is a cultural competency
training program that ... will assist both
faculty and others on the Logan campus in
being more aware of and more sensitive to
the cultural differences between the students
from Blanding and students here in Logan,”
Savitzky said.

The program has additional support to
promote academic success for these Native
American students.

“We will be providing a full-time
faculty level advocate for the students who
will be able to track those students academic
progress.”

Savitzky echoes USU’s delight at this
excellent opportunity to promote Native
American representation in higher education.

- UPR.org

Lheidli T’enneh First Nation votes no
to government treaty

Members of the Lheidli T’enneh First
Nation in north-central British Columbia,
Canada, have voted against a treaty that
would have provided them with land,
resource rights and the power to self-govern.

The proposed treaty with the federal
and provincial governments was rejected
June 23. If ratified, the Lheidli T’enneh First
Nation would have received 4,330 hectares
of land, a lump payment of $37 million and
resource revenue sharing.

It would have also taken the First
Nation out of the Indian Act and established
self-government.

“Of course it is disappointing, but the
people have spoken and we must honour
their wishes,” said Chief Dominic Frederick
in a statement.

Had the First Nation voted in favour
of the treaty and self-government, it would
have been able to collect taxes on its land
and set rules around citizenship.

“We must now try and move forward
with the limited resources and opportunities
available while we remain under the Indian
Act,” said Frederick.

David Luggi, former chief of the Carrier
Sekani Tribal Council, which represents
several First Nations neighbouring the
Lheidli T’enneh, was against the treaty.

Luggi said the Lheidli T’enneh
are entitled to more than 15,000 square
kilometres of territory, not just the 4,330
hectares proposed in the treaty.

B.C.’s Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation Minister Scott Fraser said he
respects the democratic decision made by
the Lheidli T’enneh.

“We will continue to work government
to government with Lheidli T’enneh on long-
term reconciliation and self-determination in
ways that work for their community,” said
Fraser in a statement.

There are approximately 600 members
of the Lheidli T’enneh Nation, most of
whom live in the Prince George area, but
also scattered throughout western Canada
and the U.S.

-CBC

Remains of three of four American
Indian children returned to families
after disinterment

Nearly two weeks after they began
the disinterment of four students who died
more than 100 years ago while attending the
Carlisle Indian School, the remains of three
of those children have been returned to their
families.

The Army National Military Cemeteries
team, which began the disinterment process
June 13 at the Carlisle Barracks cemetery,
said June 25 they are confident in their
findings that the remains they found are
consistent with Little Plume of the Northern
Arapaho; George Ell of the Blackfeet; and
Herbert J. Little Hawk of the Oglala Sioux.

The remains were formally transferred
to the respective families in a private
ceremony, said Karen Durham-Aguilera,
Executive Director of Army National
Military Cemeteries.

“We are honored and privileged that
the Army had the opportunity to transfer the
Native American children’s remains from
Carlisle Barracks Post Cemetery to their
families,” she said. “We hope these dignified
disinterments allow the families to find some
measure of peace and healing.”

Thedisintermentthathadbeenscheduled
for Dora Brave Bull was postponed at the
request of the family until more ancestry
information becomes available.

The families had requested this
second round of disinterments. Last
year, archaeologists and anthropologists
disinterred three  Northern  Araphaho
children. While they returned two of the
sets of remains to their families, the remains
in Little Plume’s grave were not consistent
with the age he would have been when he
died.

This year, the team is confident the
remains they found belong to Little Plume,
along with George EIll and Herbert J. Little
Hawk.

Additionally, in Herbert Little Hawk’s
grave, the team found a third elbow bone,

which was re-interred in a private ceremony.

The group held a press conference June
26 to reveal more of their findings.

The Carlisle Indian School operated
from 1879 to 1918. Some students who
attended had been captured and forced to
attend. Others were sent to the school by
their tribes following negotiations between
the chiefs and the U.S. government. Still
others, whose parents had attended, went
voluntarily to learn how to read, write and
speak English.

It was often a difficult and traumatic
transition from tribal life to the military-style
regimen of the Carlisle Indian School. The
children’s traditional clothing was replaced
with uniforms. Their hair was cut, they were
forbidden to speak their language or practice
their customs and they took on new names.

Roughly 180 children from 50 different
tribes and nations are buried at the Carlisle
Barracks.

- Pennlive.com

High Court takes up Native
American tax case

The state of Washington will head to the
U.S. Supreme Court next term for the right
to tax a fuel distributor owned by a Native
American tribe.

As noted in the state’s petition for
certiorari, Cougar Den is owned by the
Yakama Indian Nation but imports millions
of gallons of fuel into Washington every
year for sale to the general public.

The Yakama’s 1855 treaty with the
United States gave the tribe the right to travel
upon all public highways, but Ninth Circuit
precedent holds that such language does not
exempt the Yakama from taxes or state fees
on off-reservation commercial activities.

Washington says the language is limited
to ensuring that tribal members do not pay
a fee to travel on public highways, but the
Washington Supreme Court ruled last year
that it means states cannot tax Yakama trade
that requires the use of public roads.

Per its custom the U.S. Supreme Court
did not issue any comment June 25 in taking
up the case.

Washington Solicitor General Noah
Purcell represents the state. Stokes Lawrence
attorney Matthew Harrington represents
Cougar Den.

- CourtHouse.com

Connecticut casino wins crucial local
zoning approval

EAST WINDSOR, Conn. — Plans for
the state’s first casino off a tribal reservation
won a crucial local zoning permit June 19,
but the future of the $300 million gambling
venue remains uncertain because it still lacks
a critical signoff from federal regulators.

East Windsor’s planning and zoning
commission unanimously granted a zoning
permit for the development proposed by
MMCT Venture LLC, a partnership of the
tribal operators of Foxwoods Resort Casino
and Mohegan Sun.

The venue — to be built on the site of
the demolished Showcase Cinema movie
theater off 1-91 — is intended to blunt the
competitive impact of a new, $960 million
casino in Springfield on revenue and jobs
tied to Connecticut’s gambling industry.
MGM Springfield opens Aug. 24.

If construction begins this fall, the East
Windsor casino would not open until the
spring of 2020. Initially, the tribes had hoped
to beat the opening of MGM Springfield, but
the project was delayed by a longer than
expected site search.

“We’ve taken a huge step tonight,”
Joseph Ouellette, the planning commission’s
chairman, said after the vote. “We’re almost
over the finish line as far as the local approval
process.”

Commission members praised the
project as significant economic development
for a town that has struggled to build its tax
base and attract visitors to patronize local
businesses. The casino also would replace a
long-vacant eyesore, they said.

The June 19 approval comes as the
Mashantucket Pequot and Mohegan tribes
wait for federal regulators to publish a notice
that would legally assure the state that the
expansion of casino gambling off tribal
lands would not affect its revenue-sharing
agreements with the two tribes.

The notice was published for the
Mohegans on May 31, and a companion
for the Mashantucket Pequots was expected
soon after, but it has yet to surface. The
federal regulator, the U.S. Department of the
Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs, has not
responded to multiple requests for comment.

A signoff by the federal government
was required by the state law authorizing the
expansion to East Windsor.

- Courant.com

Chinook Indian tribe, seeking
recognition, advances with lawsuit

TACOMA, Wash. — A federal judge
says a Native American tribe can proceed
with seven of eight legal claims as part of
its long effort to gain federal recognition as
a tribe.

Oregon Public Broadcasting reports
the Chinook Indian Nation, whose
members historically lived at the mouth
of the Columbia River, sued the Interior
Department and other agencies in August.

U.S. District Court Judge Ronald
Leighton dismissed one claim June 20,

saying the courts couldn’t grant t
federal status because it was a questi
other government branches.

But he allowed the tribe to move ahe
with other claims, including that it should
have access to federal money awarded in
1970 as compensation for tribal lands the
U.S. took in the 1850s.

The tribe has been fighting for federal
recognition, which would allow it to establish
a reservation and gain native fighting rights.

- Oregonlive.com

Tribal affairs agencies make
progress, not enough to satisfy
senators

WASHINGTON - Federal agencies
that oversee Indian affairs are making
progress toward fixing management
shortcomings that landed them on a list
of “high-risk” agencies, but not enough
progress to satisfy some senators.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of
Indian Education and Indian Health Services
have for years been on the Government
Accountability Office’s high-risk list of
federal programs that are vulnerable to
mismanagement.

Officials from those agencies told the
Senate Indian Affairs Committee on June
13 that they are now meeting, or at least
beginning to meet, GAO recommendations
for improved operations. But senators, and
other witnesses, said the agencies still have
a way to go.

“Based on some recent information from
the agencies, there has been some progress
from the Bureau of Indian Education and
the Indian Health Services,” said Sen. John
Hoeven, R-North Dakota, the committee
chairman. “Over the past year, we have seen
very little progress in implementing Indian
energy.”

Sen. Tom Udall, D-New Mexico,
questioned whether officials are really
changing the culture of their agencies or
merely “checking off boxes.”

“The federal government has trusted
treaty obligations to provide vital services
to American Indian and Alaska Native
tribes,” said Udall, the ranking Democrat
on the committee. “GAQ’s review of Indian
programs ensure our government is living
up to and respecting those obligations ...
especially those on the high-risk list.”

Frank Rusco, director of natural
resources and environment at the GAO, said
there has been progress. He pointed to the
BIA — which has met frequently with the
committee over last nine months — noting
that the agency has closed nearly a third
of the GAO’s 14 recommendations for
improvement.

“We identified most, if not all, progress
meeting this criteria,” Rusco said. “Still,
additional progress is required in all areas,
particularly in the areas of leadership,
commitment and the capacity and resources
needed to identify and address root causes.”

Rusco said one problem has been a high
rate of turnover in BIA leadership positions.
The issue of high rates of job vacancies was
echoed by many of the other speakers.

While BIE Director Tony Dearman
said his agency has closed seven of its
13 recommendations to improve school
management and is making progress on the
rest, Hoeven chided the agency for a large
number of unfilled positions.

Dearman said that “location and
isolation of our positions” has posed a
problem for recruiting.

“We’re really working with the
department to move some of those positions
out of D.C., because we’ve heard from tribal
leadership that we need those acquisitions,”
Dearman said. “We’re really anticipating by
relocating the ... positions, we’re going to
recruit and be able to hire some.”

High numbers of job vacancies at IHS
has also led to long patient wait times,
lack of organizational capacity, and lack of
effective monitoring of health care centers
and hospitals across the system, said Rear
Adm. Michael Weahkee, the acting director
of the agency.

“Reducing wait times continues to be
a priority for the agency,” said Weahkee, in
testimony prepared for the hearing. “The OQ
(Office of Quality) will ensure that quality
is integrated into all agency programs in a
collaborative and organized manner.”

Udall said fulfilling the GAO
recommendations is not enough, saying he
wants to see evidence of a culture shift and
institutional change to remove the high-risk
designation.

“Year after year, tribal communities
report gaps in federal programs, and in
response our federal partners point to
workforce turnover and lack of resources as
the source of programs’ ineffectiveness,” he
said. “We must do better.”

- Cronkite News

Sacred artifacts stolen from a Native
American tribe are finally returned
over 100 years later

For members of the Chugach tribe in
Alaska, ancient artifacts are all they have
left. The invaluable remnants are testament
to their rich history, their sense of belonging,
their culture.

But hundreds of years of explorers
ripping through their lands and stealing their
history has left these items scattered across
the world.

Thankfully, this is beginning to change.

Nine sacred artifacts that an explorer
plundered from the tribe in the 1800s,
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just happen

The Ch
around Prince
thousands of yea
more than 4,000
members and desc
tribe’s origins have b
generation to generatio

Tribe members say t
originally came from
exploring the area around
them, it looked like mountains
out of the glacial ice covering the s
hunters headed that way, crying o
ga, chu-ga,” meaning “hurry, hurry.’
they settled in the area, they named the t
Chugach.

Stories like these can be passed down
through words. But artifacts, which also
show tribal ancestors’ ways of life, can’t.

“A lot of these things have a real strong
religious and spiritual meaning ... and this
will help to teach the younger generation
and help keep our culture alive and intact,”
Johnson said.

The tribe’s elders are very particular
about how sacred objects are treated. And
when the tribe doesn’t have control over the
artifacts, they aren’t being treated with the
respect the tribe believes they deserve, he
said.

Among the items that were just returned
are a cradle that once held a mummified
baby and traditional burial masks. An
explorer stole them from the Chugach tribe’s
lands in the 1880s. They had been at the
Ethnographic Museum in Berlin.

Museums often hate to give up parts
of their collections. So Johnson, from the
Chugach Alaska Corporation, says he’s
excited that Berlin did.

Johnson believes museums gain “100
percent more knowledge” by returning these
artifacts and engaging with the tribes than
they would if they left the items sitting in
a box.

“If museums go out of their way to be
honorable and work with the tribes ... they
have such unbelievable cultural exchange
opportunities that can happen.”

Once the objects arrive in the US, the
corporation will work with local Native
American villages to decide what to do with
them.

-CNN

U.S. House candidate from South
Dakota calls for ending
Indian reservations

A Republican candidate for South
Dakota’s U.S. House seat is calling for an
end to the reservation system for Native
Americans.

Neal Tapio, a state senator from
Watertown, said the current system in which
Indian tribes are sovereign entities within
designated trust lands is a system that has
failed generations of Native Americans.
Tapio said the majority of people living
on reservations are victims of “incest and
molestation” leading to welfare dependence,
despair and high suicide rates.

“To continue down the same path is
simply wrong,” Tapio said in a telephone
interview. “We need to address the
system, not just the symptoms. We need
to renegotiate the treaties that are holding
down a once very proud people.”.

There are nine federally recognized
tribes in South Dakota. Nationally, there
are 573 tribes on 326 land areas recognized
as reservations, according to the Bureau of
Indian Affairs. Tribes hold more than 56
million acres of land in trust.

South Dakota’s reservations are among
the poorest places in the United States. But
Steve Emery, the secretary of the South
Dakota Department of Tribal Relations and
an enrolled member of the Rosebud Sioux
Tribe, said Tapio’s proposal would be deeply
unpopular in Indian Country.

“l know that both tribal members and
tribal governments in the state would be
very opposed to it,” Emery said.

Ending the reservation system would
entail breaking treaties that the federal
government signed with tribes. Congress
has the power to pass legislation superseding
those treaties.

Tapio said he hadn’t spoken with
tribal leaders about his proposal, but felt
it was important to start a conversation as
tribal leaders and the state officials hadn’t
done enough to improve conditions on the
reservation.

“I’m not saying that | have the answers,
but I’'m saying we have to start down a
completely different path,” Tapio said.

Tapio’s opponent Dusty Johnson said
he agrees that the reservation system is not
working, but he believes it’s important for
the U.S. government to work with the tribes
rather than acting unilaterally. The country,
he added, has moral and legal obligations to
Native Americans.

“The reservation system doesn’t work,”
Johnson said. “It’s a failure of American
socialism. In that way, reform is clearly
needed.”

- Argus Leader
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Education ¢
Ahfachkee graduates take the stage

BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee
School graduation May 24 was an intimate
affair; just one high school graduate, Eyanna
Billie, and one general education diploma
(GED) graduate, Elisah Billie, proudly
walked down the aisle to claim their diplomas.

The Herman Osceola Gym showed no
sign of the boisterous youth and adults who
usually inhabit the hardwood. Instead, it was
transformed into a luxurious space thanks
to many yards of drapery, soft lighting and
flower arrangements on the tables. Those
tables were filled with the loved ones of these
two young adults, who were about to step
into the adult world.

“It’s an honor and a blessing to be here
for this life changing event,” said Sue Jane
Cypress, who gave the opening prayer. “Be
humble but not invisible and God bless each
of you.”

Big Cypress dignitaries also
congratulated them on their achievement.

“This is a night you will always
remember,” said Big Cypress Councilman
Mondo Tiger. “I’m so proud of you, now get
the rest of your education and come back and
help the Tribe.”

“This is a small class, but a proud one,”
added Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank.

Ahfachkee School Principal Dorothy Cain congratulates Elisah Billie and Eyanna Billie during the school’s graduation May 24 at the

Herman Osceola Gym in Big Cypress.

Beverly Bidney

“This is a start, but you have a long way to go.
We are fortunate that we have the resources
to help you achieve

your goals. Aim
high.”
Ahfachkee
principal  Dorothy
Cain told the former
students she was
proud of their

dedication, perseverance and hard work to
get an education.

“Education gives us knowledge of the
world around us and gives us the perspective
to build opinions,” she said. “Dream big, do
something that tugs at your heart; you owe
it to yourself to make your days count. Push
yourself. With determination and the right
tools, you can do great things.”

The keynote address was given by

Lee Zepeda, the Tribe’s

executive  director of
administration. He told
them the world is full of

Beverly Bidney

GED graduate Elisah Billie gives his mother Shani Billie a gratitude gift
and a hug during the Ahfachkee graduation in Big Cypress.

distractions, so they must
stay focused.

“The future doesn’t just happen by
accident,” Zepeda said. “Choose your calling,
not just a career. Don’t let others make that
choice for you. The road to the future is not
easy, not quick

and there
are no short
cuts. It’s a

long road and
to reach the
end, you must
endure. Every
day you have
to choose to
move forward,
even though
there will be
potholes and
distractions.”
In an
Ahfachkee
tradition,
Eyanna and
Elisah  gave
gratitude
gifts to those
who have
supported
them on their
journey. They
each delivered

At left, Eyanna Billie and Elisah Billie share the stage at the Ahfachkee School graduation. At right, after receiving her high school diploma, Eyanna Billie shakes hands with Big Cypress

Councilman Mondo Tiger with Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank and Executive Director of Administration Lee Zepeda among the well-wishers.

gifts and hugs
Beverly Bidney (2) 1O family,
teachers,
friends  and
others  they

considered important in their lives.

English teacher Dr. Rona Olukolu
presented Eyanna with the school’s Warrior
Award, which is given to a graduate who
exhibits strength and endurance.

“Eyanna, you said you had to grow up
quickly to be an example to your siblings,”
Olukolu said. “I admire how you used the
pitfalls in life as a motivational force. You
have toiled, you were tried and tested, but you
prevailed and never gave up. You remained
focused and committed to your purpose.”

Olukolu ended her remarks with a quote
from author Dan Millman, “A warrior does
not give up what he loves; he finds the love
in what he does.” With that, she presented
the school’s highest award to Eyanna, who
addressed the crowd.

“Some of us don’t see education as
essential,” Eyanna said. “We should value
it and show our appreciation. If you utilize
our blessings wisely, many more of us can
graduate and be a service to the community.
We are the leaders of tomorrow and we must
be ready. We need to educate ourselves to
sustain the Tribe and our resources.”

Cain awarded the diplomas as dignitaries
and teachers lined up to shake Eyanna and
Elisah’s hands. A video of Eyanna was
played, in which she said she was the first in
her family to graduate high school and go to
college. She will attend California College of
the Arts in Oakland.

“I like to be the first to do stuff,” she said
in the video. “I hope all my siblings go for
higher education.”

Energy surge marks end of school year in Brighton

BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

BRIGHTON — A Hawaiian theme
filled the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School
gymnasium June 1 as students participated in

end-of-year activities with teachers and staff
in Brighton.

Among the glow necklaces, beach balls,
(plastic) grass skirts and inflatable palm trees
were groups of the 308 students in all grades
at the school who made their way in and out
of the gym for fun and dances.

“We call it ‘Survivor Luau’ because
they all survived taking the [FSA] test,” said
Michele Thomas, administrative assistant at
PECS. “It’s just a fun way to celebrate the
end of the test and the school year.”

Students participated in line dancing
(complete with the Macarena), a hula-hoop

Damon Scott (2)

At left, hula-hoops and leis don Tiyanni “TT” Anderson as she nears the end of the competition. At right, sixth-grader Wyatt Thornton poses before taking

his shot in the basketball competition.

Damon Scott

Students go low in the limbo line at PECS. From left to right are Jimi Jamison, student Adarius Ford

and Jade Osceola.

contest, limbo line and a basketball shooting
game, among other fun activities.

PECS culture instructor Jade Osceola
was the “cruise director” for the day’s
festivities. Dressed in a Hawaiian shirt
and pink hat, she emceed the event and led
the kids through their dances and friendly
competitions.

Starting bright and early at 8:20 a.m.,
students from the middle school took to the
gym floor to do their dance, followed by the
third, fourth and fifth grades.

Once those students wrapped up

activities at the gym, the eighth-graders
prepared for their campus walk thru, passing
by the classrooms of all the other grades
around the school. The kids cheered them on
as they walked around campus to the PECS
Media Center for a reception and slideshow.

PECS is in its 11th year of operation.
Construction began in the fall of 2006 and the
doors opened in August 2007 to 123 students.
In August 2010, PECS became a K-8 grade
school.
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The Class of 2018 has made it known that they are destined for greatness. This year’s graduating class is filled with future doctors, artists,
educators and entrepreneurs who are ready to broaden their horizons and dive full-force into taking their industries by storm.

Camryn Thomas

Lake Placid High School

Camryn will attend Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College in Tifton, Georgia, where she
will study agricultural education. After earning
an associate’s degree, she plans to transfer to the
University of Florida to study agricultural business.
Ultimately, Camryn would like to teach. She was
inspired by her high school agriculture teacher
and the 4-H program.

Elizabeth Frank

Nova Southeastern University School

Elizabeth will attend High Point University in
North Carolina where she will major in biology.
She hopes to become a cardiovascular or neuro
surgeon and looks forward to working with
cadavers. Her teacher Mr. Northrop motivated her
to finish high school, attend college and succeed
in life.

Eyanna Billie
Ahfachkee School

Eyanna will attend the California College of
the Arts in Oakland to study illustration. Her goal
is to create her own characters, comic books and
television shows. She plans to carry her biggest
lesson from high school with her to California,
which is that not everything will go her way and
she has to endure through that. She is inspired by
her mother Eldean Billie and stepmother Jocelyn
Billlie, both of whom encourage her to do what she
needs to do make sure her dreams come true.

Sean Osceola

Okeechobee High School

Sean has signed to play baseball at Pasco-
Hernando State College in New Port Richey.
While there, he plans to study psychology. He is
inspired by his parents Reno and Kelli Osceola, as
they taught him to work hard and never give up
on his goals. Sean’s favorite high school memory
was being part of the baseball team’s surprising
postseason run this year. He was the starting
pitcher in a few upsets as the Brahmans reached
the regional finals.

Demetric Billie

Miccosukee Indian School

Demetric plans to take a year off to work
around the Trail Reservation honing his skills and
research trade schools. He plans to travel around
the U.S. and hopefully other parts of the world. His
mother and grandmother inspired him to finish
high school, as did Lymire Marie, a teacher and
administrator at MIS. Demetric’s favorite memory
was seeing the 2017 seniors graduate and going to
the National Science Teachers Association with his
science teachers his junior year in Los Angeles.

Trinity Bowers

Nova Southeastern University School

Trinity plans to continue with the NSU
community and attend Nova Southeastern
University to study English and library services
and hopes to become a librarian. Trinity believes
collegeisagood opportunity and islooking forward
to the feeling of accomplishment graduating will
provide. During high school, she learned that it’s
always good to ask for help and take breaks when
they’re needed.

The Seminole Tribune wishes the Class of 2018 the best of luck in their future endeavors.

Ivess Baker
Moore Haven High School

Ivess has worked on cars most of his life and
plans to carry that on to Immokalee Technical
College where he will learn to become a diesel
mechanic. Ivesss favorite memory from high
school was playing baseball and basketball.

Elisah Billie

GED

Elisah plans to attend Broward College and
study clothing design with an eye toward producing
his own line of unique skate wear that stands out.
He likes to express himself with art, and while in
high school, he learned not to judge people for
their expressions and not to worry about those
who may judge him. He’s inspired by his mother
Shani Billie and the rest of his family.

Maia Shore
Thornton High School, Colorado

Maia plans to attend Arizona State University
and major in forensic science. She said one of
the reasons she chose ASU is that her uncle lives
nearby and she really likes the school. Her favorite
high school memory is running with the cross
country team, which she was very close to. Her
older brother Ryan inspired her to finish high
school. She is looking forward to meeting new
people in Arizona.

Rodolfo Juarez

Okeechobee High School

Rodolfo, who fell in love with the theater in
high school and says he is most himself in front
of a large crowd, will study theater at Florida
International University. The biggest lesson he
learned in high school is that being yourself will
lead you to your closest group of friends. Rodolfo
is inspired by his mother Wendy Snow, who has
always been supportive.

Jessi Harmon
Flagstaff High School, Arizona

Jessi will attend Virginia Military Institute to
play Division 1 soccer and major in history and
international studies with a minor in modern
languages. She will attend on an NROTC Marine
Option Scholarship and will be commissioned
as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps
after graduating from VMI. Her favorite memory
is being the only girl on her high school’s football
team. She wants to take advantage of educational
opportunities, travel and grow as an individual.

Pernell Bert

Okeechobee High School

Pernell plans to join the United States Marine
Corps. His best memory of high school is playing
on the tennis team. Pernell is inspired by those
around him and says that he is always learning
from the different ways people solve problems.
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Jon Jimmie would have graduated
with his class at Immokalee High
School on May 25, but he passed
away in February. This letter from his
mother Elsa Zamora, on behalf of the
entire family, including father Jonnie
Jimmie and their son and daughters, is
a loving tribute to him. Jon would have
turned 19 on June 15.

Jon Jimmie

To my son Jon,

Congratulations, you finally
graduated. Son, I am so proud of you.
Having you here with us for 18 years
was a blessing from God. Although
we miss your smile, along with your
laughter and hugs, you left us with
beautiful memories. These photos
remind us of how handsome you
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looked, but you were also a gentleman
with a kind heart who often helped
others. Fishing and basketball may be
your sports, but I was told that every
time we hear thunder it is you playing
basketball.

Happy Birthday my little Native
son Jon Jimmie. We love you and miss
you.

Jalynn Jones

Okeechobee High School

Jalynn will attend Indian River State College
and study graphic design. She enjoys drawing and
wants to learn more about the technology used
in graphic design. Jalynn isn't only motivated by
a post-secondary course of study, she also wants
to learn to speak Creek fluently. Jalynn’s mother
Ginger Jones, who works in the PECS Creek
immersion program, inspires her because she
never gives up, no matter how difficult her task
may be.

Nicole Slavik
Seacrest Country Day School

Nicole will attend Lesley University in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to study fine arts and
graphic design. She isn't sure what career path she
will take, but she wants to represent the Tribe and
show her Native American voice through art. She
is considering art therapy, being an art teacher
or a graphic artist as career choices. The biggest
lesson Nicole learned in high school was to look
past people’s differences and is inspired by the
artist Gustavo Rimada, whose art blows her away.

Layne Thomas

Okeechobee High School

Layne plans to go to Indian River State College
for an associate’s degree and then transfer to
Florida State University or Florida Gulf Coast
University to study business administration. A
physical fitness enthusiast, Layne hopes to be a
physical therapist, a trainer or open a gym. In high
school he learned to not let the little things pass
him by, as those are the things that matter. His
father Jason inspires him and is the biggest role
model in his life because of his hard work.

Franklin Jumper

GED

In the fall, Franklin will begin his college
career learning woodworking and carpentry at
Broward College, although in the future he hopes
to get a music degree. Even though he didn't attend
Ahfachkee for his senior year, his favorite school
memory was going to the school’s prom. Franklin’s
mom and older brother inspired him to obtain
his GED and the dedication and perseverance he
learned along the way is a lesson he will carry with
him into college.

Adrianne Bell
GED, Oklahoma

Adrianne will attend Sheridan Technical
College in Hollywood for culinary arts and
hospitality management and will also pursue a
bachelor’s in entrepreneurship. She hopes to own a
business and expand her sewing ventures to create
traditional Seminole clothes. Her favorite high
school memory is attending the pep rallies, where
she said she was the loudest student singing all the
songs. Adrianne’s mother inspired her to finish
school and gave her a needed “push”

Aldricia Cypress
Immokalee High School

Aldricia plans to attend Immokalee Technical
College and study early childhood education. She
would like to open a day care center and work
with children. Her favorite high school memory
is having her baby, Marhz. Even though he’s three
months old, she says he has an old soul and inspires
her.

Gherri Osceola

Immokalee High School

Gherriwill attend Florida Gulf Coast University
for pre-med. She’s always been fascinated with
how medicine interacts with the body and one of
her high school teachers inspired her to pursue
the medical field. The most important lesson she
learned in high school is time management and
her favorite memory is going to high school events
and spending time with her best friends. Gherri’s
mother Geraldine Osceola and her sisters inspire
her to be better.

Kalani Bankston

Nova Southeastern University School

Kalani is moving to Syracuse, New York, to
study biology at Syracuse University. Eventually,
Kalani would like to focus on genetics and was
inspired to pursue the sciences by his high school
chemistry teacher Mr. Boulos. Along with his
teacher’s encouragement, Kalani was motivated
to finish high school and pursue college because
neither of his parents went to college and they
pushed him to seize the opportunity.

Leatrice Cypress-Cummings
Immokalee High School

Leatrice would like to go to Florida State
College and then possibly Haskell Indian Nations
University to study Tribal government, as she
hopes to be the first female president of the Tribe.
While in high school, Leatrice learned that God
always has a plan and that every barrier can be
broken. She is inspired by her one-year-old son
Kenai, who she says is full of life and encourages
her to wake up every day and be happy.

Morgan King
Okeechobee High School

Morgan plans to attend either Indian River
State College or South Florida State College in
Avon Park, where he will study business. He
would like to one day turn his interest in golfinto a
business, possibly designing golf clubs. The biggest
lesson Morgan learned in high school is to never
work under pressure and stay on top of your work.
His inspiration comes from his father Gilbert
King, who he says is always there for him through
the good and bad and keeps him humble.
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Julian Yescas
Fork Union Military Academy,
Virginia

Julian will attend Lynn University in Boca
Raton to study biology and run cross country and
track. Julian’s favorite high school memories are
graduation and winning the state championship.
His parents, friends and mentors inspired him
to finish high school and go to college. Julian is
looking forward to running cross country and
track for Lynn University while he decides on
future career plans.

Amya Baxley
John Carroll High School

Amya plans to become a cosmetologist and will
start beauty school in August at the Boca Beauty
Academy in Boca Raton. Her goal is to own her
own salon to help make other people feel and look
beautiful every day. Amya said her parents inspired
her to finish high school. Her favorite high school
memories are when she hit her first homerun in a
softball game her senior year and when her mom,
sister and boyfriend attended her graduation.

Samuel Sanchez
Fort Gibson High School, Oklahoma

Now that Sammy has graduated, he wants to
enjoy the summer in Florida while preparing to
attend Oklahoma State University and major in
psychology. He says a big reason he chose OSU
is because the school offered him a chance to
play football. His favorite high school memory
is playing football with his older brother Jesse.
Sammy’s inspiration to finish high school and
attend college came from his mom Alicia Cabal
and stepdad Frank Cabal, coach Sammy Johnson
and older siblings.

Carrisa Colon
Miami Palmetto Senior High School

Carrisa said she plans to do some traveling
first and then possibly attend Manatee Technical
College. Shed eventually like to own a small
business of some kind after college. Her favorite
high school memory is saying goodbye to teachers
and friends, although it was “bittersweet” Her
family, friends and late brother inspired her
to finish high school. She is looking forward
to meeting new people, seeing new places and
experiencing new opportunities.

Anissa Billie
Pen Foster

Anthony Billie
Glenpool High School

Claireese Avila-Billie
Riverside Indian School

Lanie Baker
The Vanguard School

Kyler Bell
Paladin Academy

Asiana Briana Billie
American Heritage

Cartaya Billie
Labelle High Shool

Maurice Billie
Rochester High School

Additional graduates

Tyler Bilodeau
The Walker School

Brian Bishop
Okeechobee High School

Dasani Cypress
NSU University School

Jason Cypress
GED

Kasera Cypress
Hollywood Hills

Bly Davidson
Okeechobee High School

Jon Davis
GED

Howie Drake
American Heritage

Marquis Fudge
Okeechobee High School

Kaitlynn Gorney
NSU University School

Terance Danai Hill
Montverde Academy

Annie Cypress Joe
The Sagemont School

Cecil Johns
Homeschool

Arek Jumper
Hollywood Hills

Tyrek LaSane
East Bay High School

Bradley Latchford
NSU University School

Spawn Loudermilk
Okeechobee High School

Jared McInturff
The Sagemont School

Alyssa Osceola
Florida Virtual School

Chahechom Osceola
American Heritage

Davena Osceola

Miccosukee Indian School

Drew Osceola
Know It All Prep School

Isaac Osceola
Liberty Christian Prep

Joseph Osceola
Liberty Christian Prep

Kailani Osceola

Miccosukee Indian School

Shae Pierce

Glades County homeschool

Donavin Spiva

Hollywood Christian School

Hunter Strickland
Okeechobee High School

Mason Sweat

Okeechobee High School

Maurice Tyler
GED

Ross Zepeda

St. John Neumann High School

PECS Elementary
Miguel Estrada
Dylanie Peak
Bentley Osceola
Zayden Pewo
Okalani Collins

Chance Madrigal
Kulipa Julian
Eri’Mya McQueen
Amalia Estrada
Sylas Rodriguez
Jaelee James Weimann

Marley Jimmie
Hannah Platt
Tehya Nunez
Dahlia Turtle

Ava Taylor
Chovi Weimann

PECS May Students of the Month

Aaryn King
Serenity Lara
Jaydence Urbina
Kayden Warrior
J-Wayco Billie
Cordey Jumper

PECS Middle
Tiera Garner
Charlie Armstrong
Dakoya Nunez
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Seminoles sign their names to final structural
beam for Hollywood’s new guitar-shaped hotel

BY KEVIN JOHNSON & BEVERLY BIDNEY
Senior Editor & Staff Reporter

A whitewashed steel beam has been
making its way from reservation to
reservation from June 18 to July 3 to give
all Tribal members the opportunity to sign
it. The beam will be the last one erected in
the structure of the guitar-shaped Seminole
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood. A
topping off ceremony will be held July 9 to
commemorate the milestone.

The beam’s first stop was the Brighton
Reservation, where it arrived June 18 at the
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena.

Arena manager Marvin Hines guided
assistant manager Chester Surls as he

lowered the 20-foot beam from a tractor onto
two metal sawhorses.

Seminole Tribal Gaming Commission
Chairman and Tribal member Allen Huff,
of Brighton, was the first person to sign the
beam. He said it’s a great idea to have Tribal
members sign the beam for the Guitar Tower.

“Having all the Tribal members being a
part of it is really neat. It tells them ‘I’'m a
part of this,”” Huff said.

“Pretty awesome” is how Billie Tiger
described the Guitar Tower after she signed
the beam.

After three days in Brighton, the beam
shifted over to Immokalee on June 21, 22 and
25 and then Big Cypress for three days before
it was scheduled to return to Hollywood at
the end of June for its final stop as part of
the $1.5

billion
casino,
dining,

entertainment, hotel and retail expansion.

It has long been a tradition when
constructing a building to mark the “topping
off” of the structure with a ceremony when
the last beam is put in place, signifying the
building is structurally complete.

The practice began in ancient
Scandinavia when a tree was placed atop
a building to appease tree-dwelling spirits
who may have been disturbed during
construction. Today the topping out
ceremony is common throughout the world
with trees, flags or streamers attached to the
last beam.

Beverly Bidney

At upper right, Christina Billie signs the final
beam that will be placed in the Seminole Hard
Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood. Members of the
Immokalee and Naples communities signed the
steel beam in front of the Immokalee field office
June 21-25.

Leonardo Yzaguirre signs the beam in Immokalee as 3-year-old Claire Yzaguirre watches.

Beverly Bidney

Kevin Johnson

Seminole Tribal Gaming Commission Chairman Allen Huff is the first
person to sign the structural beam upon its arrival June 18 at Fred Smith
Rodeo Arena on the Brighton Reservation. The beam will be part of the
new 450-foot Guitar Tower being built at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel &

Casino Hollywood.

Beverly Bidney

Connie Slavik, of Naples, signs the beam in front of the Immokalee Reservation field office
June 25.

Indigenous Music
Awards 2018 winners

Courtesy Buio Assis/Indigenous Music Awards
Blaine Constant performs a music medley on his fiddle at the Indigenous Music Awards on May 18 as an opener for the

announcement of this year’s best instrumental album, which went to Jan Michael Looking Wolf.

The annual

Indigenous Music Awards were
held May 18 in Manitoba, Canada. The following

winners were announced during the event. All

nominations for each category can be found online at

IndigenousMusicWards.com.

Best Blues Album
Robert “Freightrain” Parker

Best Country Album
Desiree Dorion

Best Electronic Music Album
Once a Tree

Best Folk Album
Buffy Sainte-Marie

Best Gospel
Callie Bennett

Best Hand Drum Album
Young Spirit

Best Inuit, Indigenous Language or Francophone

Album
Shauit

Best Instrumental Album
Jan Michael Looking Wolf

Best Pop Album
Indian City

Best Rap/Hip Hop Album

Supaman

Best Rock Album
Relic Kings

Lifetime Achievement Award

Pat VVegas

Best New Artist
Ansley Simpson

Best Radio Single
Carsen Gray

Best Music Video
Buffy Sainte-Marie

Supaman

Best International Indigenous Release
The Imbayakunas

Best Radio Station Program — Promoting
Indigenous Music
Indigenous Music Countdown

Best Pow Wow — Contemporary Album
Black Bear Singers

Best Pow Wow — Traditional Album
Northern Cree

Best Producer/Engineer

Bring friends & family!

Get crafty, explore the Everglades, taste

tradition, enjoy demonstrations and more!

June 16th: Art at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki
July 28th: Seminole War Day
September 15th: We Are Here

All activities are free for Tribal Members, museum members,

or included with your admission.
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Hard
provides

for Atlantic City

Beach

BY DAMON SCOTT
Staff Reporter

Editor’s note: Staff reporter Beverly
Bidney will provide full coverage of the
grand opening of the Hard Rock Hotel &
Casino Atlantic City in the July 31 issue
of the Tribune and on the Tribune’s social
media.

Most of the media attention and fanfare
has been on the June 28 grand opening
of the new Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Atlantic City with all its amenities and glitz.
Understandably so.

Hard Rock renovated the former Trump
Taj Mahal to the tune of $500 million. Carrie
Underwood and Pitbull were scheduled to
appear. The property features 20 restaurants,
a 120,000-square-foot gaming floor, 2,100
slot machines, 120 table games. You get the
idea.

But leading up to the opening, Hard
Rock officials also forged a partnership that
will make guests safer on the beach and in
the waters outside the property.

To coincide with Memorial Day
weekend, Hard Rock and city officials joined
with the Atlantic City Beach Patrol on May
28 to launch a custom-made lifeboat. The
boat is one of two that were donated by
the Hard Rock to be used off the beaches
at Maryland and Virginia avenues for the
summer season. Their purpose is to “guard
the beach,” along several city blocks, much
of it in front of the new Hard Rock.

“Atlantic City has a unique demographic
of visitors,” said Atlantic City Beach Patrol
Chief Steve Downey. “There tends to be a lot
of non-swimmers, and the beaches are dense
[with people].”

He said the boats are used to rescue
swimmers who are caught in the rip tide,
among other potentially dire situations. The
boats carry a two-person team, including a
rescue swimmer. The boat is decked out in
collage-inspired “Born to Defy” Hard Rock
colors, also featuring Atlantic City Beach
Patrol lettering along the side.

Downey, who has been chief for four
years and in Atlantic City for 30 years, said
the donation by Hard Rock marks the first
new boats his department has had in 11
years, due to tight city budgets.

“[The new boats] have been met with
much joy,” Downey said. “Just the Hard
Rock coming here — this end of town has

Rock
lifeboats

Patrol

been quiet for awhile ... it’s going to breathe
a breath of fresh air into this part of town.”

Those at the event made note that the
donation was a gesture that showed the Hard
Rock is interested in being a part of the
Atlantic City community at large.

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Atlantic City
President Matt Harkness said it was a way
to promote the “altruistic and philanthropic”
work Hard Rock is doing.

At the Memorial Day christening,

Atlantic City Mayor Frank Gilliam and Miss
New Jersey, Kaitlyn Schoeffel, took a short
ride into the ocean with Beach Patrol to lay a
ceremonial wreath marking the occasion and
partnership.

Atlantic City Mayor Frank Gilliam and Miss New Jersey Kaitlyn Schoeffel head out into the water with Atlantic City Beach Patrol to lay a ceremonial wreath
in the ocean as part of an event that marked the Hard Rock Hotel & Gasino Atlantic City’s donation of new lifeboats.

Pictured with members of the Atlantic City Beach Patrol are Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Atlantic City President Matt Harkness (suit jacket), Atlantic City Mayor Frank Gilliam and Miss New Jersey Kaitlyn

Schoeffel.

July 4

Freedom Festival

Thunder On The Ridge
3 p.m. Lake Eva Park

July 6

July 7

Coke Zero Sugar 400

Saturday Night Rodeo

July 11

July 12

Florida Supercon

Center

July 14
9:30 a.m. Coral Gables

Swamp Stomp

Colin Jost
8 p.m. The Pavilion

10 a.m. Miccosukee Resort & Gaming

Underwater Music Festival
6 p.m. Looe Key Reef Resort

7 p.m. Daytona International Speedway

7:30 p.m. Westgate River Ranch Resort

Pensacola Beach Air Show
8 a.m. Pensacola Beach

International Mango Festival

4 p.m. Tallahassee Museum

Ft. Pierce Chili Cook-off
11 a.m. Havert L. Fenn Center

Calendar of events

July 15

Legally Blonde, The Musical
2:30 p.m. Theatre Winter Haven

Sounds of Little Haiti
7 p.m. Little Haiti Cultural Center

July 17

Hemingway Days Festival
8 a.m. Key West

July 21

Palm Beach Winter Beer Fest
2 p.m. South Florida Fairgrounds

Water Ski Team Show
5 p.m. Lake Silver

Apollo Celebration Gala
5:20 p.m. Kennedy Space Center

July 22

Ice Cream Music Jam
6:30 p.m. Dade Battlefield State Park

July 27
Dave Matthews Band
8 p.m. Coral Sky Amphitheatre

July 28

Seminole War Day
1 p.m. Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum

11 a.m. Broward County Convention

Scallop Festival
12 p.m. Kings Bay Park

Peru Independence Day Celebration
1:30 p.m. Orlando Museum of Art

Design selected for
Smithsonian’s National Native
American Veterans Memorial

PRESS RELEASE

The jury for the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of the
American Indian National Native
American Veterans Memorial has
unanimously selected the design

concept submitted by Harvey
Pratt (Cheyenne/Arapaho) titled
“Warriors” Circle of Honor.”

Groundbreaking for the memorial is
slated for Sept. 21, 2019. It is slated
to open late 2020.

“Through meeting thousands of
Native American veterans, | learned
most of all about the commitment
these veterans have to the well-
being of the United States,” said
Kevin Gover (Pawnee), director
of the museum. “These veterans
are perfectly aware that they are
serving a country that had not kept
its commitments to Native people,
and yet they chose — and are still
choosing — to serve. This reflects a
very deep kind of patriotism. | can
think of no finer example of service
to the United States and the promise
it holds.”

Native Americans serve at
a higher rate per capita than any
other population group. Few outside
the military and American Indian

landmark in Washington, D.C.,
focuses on the contributions of
American Indians, Alaska Natives
and Native Hawaiians who have
served in the military since colonial
times.

Pratt is a multimedia artist and
recently retired forensic artist, as
well as a Marine Corps Vietnam
veteran. His design concept is
a multisensory memorial. An
elevated stainless steel circle rests
on an intricately carved stone
drum. Listen to Pratt describe
his design concept in detail. The
selected design will undergo further
development in partnership with the
museum.

Congress commissioned the
museum to build a National Native
American  Veterans  Memorial
that gives “all Americans the
opportunity to learn of the proud
and courageous tradition of service
of Native Americans in the Armed
Forces of the United States.”

The museum worked
with the National Congress of
American Indians and other Native

organizations to create an advisory
committee composed of tribal
leaders, Native veterans and their
family members from across
the country who assisted with
outreach to Native American
communities and veterans. The
advisory committee and the
museum conducted 35 community
consultations across the nation
to seek input and support for the
memorial. These events resulted in
a shared vision and set of design
principles for the National Native
American Veterans Memorial.

The National Museum of
the American Indian conducted
an international competition to
select design concepts for the
National Native American Veterans
Memorial. Don Stastny, an architect
and urban designer, oversaw the
competition. The design was
selected through a juried, two-stage
process.

For more information about
the memorial, go to the National
Museum of the American Indian’s
website.

Nations know
that Native
people have
served in the
u.s. armed
forces since

the American
Revolution
and continue
to serve today.
The nation’s

capital is
known for
its grand

monuments
and solemn
memorials,
including

many honoring
the nation’s
veterans.  Yet

no national open in 2020.

Harvey Pratt, left, created the winning design of the National Native American Veterans Memorial, set to
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FGCU volleyball clinic a big hit for Seminole girls

BY BEVERLY BIDNEY
Staff Reporter

FORT MYERS — About 50 girls from
Seminole reservations took over the Alico
Arena at Florida Gulf Coast University on
June 9 for a high level volleyball clinic led
by FGCU'’s coach.

The girls made the “Nest” — the arena’s
nickname — their own for the day as they
polished and practiced skills to make their
games stronger. FGCU head coach Matt
Botsford led them through a litany of drills
including passing, setting, serving and
hitting.

“They have a good foundation. | want to
refine the concepts and ideas that will help
them in the sport. I’m impressed that they’ve
been taught all the right things; they’re doing
a really good job,” said Botsford, whose
FGCU team reached the ASUN Conference
championship game last season,

It was the second year of the onsite
FGCU volleyball program, but this year the
Brighton Reservation invited the Chobee
\olleyball Academy to participate with them.
A few Tribal girls play for the organization,
which has seven teams. The 14 and under
team, which includes Karey Gopher and
Elle Thomas, recently won the AAU South
Florida Super Regional Tournament and
qualified for the AAU National Volleyball
Tournament.

“Last year the clinic really helped them,”
said Kelly Smiley, Brighton recreation office
coordinator. “It refreshed their skills and

Beverly Bidney

Florida Gulf Coast University volleyball clinic participants and coaches gather on the court for a portrait June 9 at FGCU’s Alico Arena in Fort Myers. Most of the players were from the Brighton and Big Cypress

reservations.

Beverly Bidney

FGCU volleyball coach Matt Botsford shows the group how to line up behind the ball to return it, even if it means leaning a lot.

sharpened them up.”

Stanley “Butch” Perchan, FGCU senior
associate athletic director for external affairs,
welcomed the group. The Tribe’s relationship
with the university goes back six years and
has included volleyball, basketball, softball
and golf.

“We just love having the kids from the
Tribe here,” Perchan said. “But there is a
bigger part of this. Sports are meant to help
kids finish high school and look at college
or trade school. If not FGCU, then make it
some other school.”

The university also offers summer
STEM (science, technology, engineering
and math) and dual enrollment programs
for Native American students. Perchan said
the plan is to make it a five-week residential
program next summer.

On the court, the volleyball action was
intense as the girls went through the drills.

“Make your hands cradle the ball, shape
them like a ball,” Botsford told the girls as
he taught them how to set properly. “Get
your forehead behind the ball.”

Ball-handling “rapids,” where three
girls quickly set and then passed the ball to
each other, were next.

“Everybody wants to hit, but hitting is
irrelevant if you can’t pass and set,” Botsford
said. “That’s why we do this first and then
get into hitting. The highest value to a team
is these two skills.”

Footwork and spiking the ball go hand in
hand, so to speak. The coach explained that
a three-step approach to the net and being
able to rotate to gain momentum increases a
player’s attack velocity.

“Use your arms to jump and create
momentum and you will always jump
higher,” Botsford said. “Undersized attackers
can be really effective by perfecting these
techniques.”

During the serving drill, the players took
turns hitting it over the net. Coach Botsford
told them to avoid putting spin on the ball as
they served.

“Zero spin makes the ball more difficult
to pass,” he said. “Spin makes the ball more
predictable.”

He told the group that most young
players toss the ball too high or too far or to
the opposite shoulder. The goal is to have as
little motion as possible.

“Less motion equals better contact,”
Botsford said. “Toss, draw, contact, freeze.
You should look like a statue when you’re
done. Stay balanced, frozen and square to
the target.”

The players worked hard on their moves
and appreciated the tips.

“It’s awesome,” Canaan Jumper said. “I
learned the importance of the mechanics of
everything.”

Beverly Bidney

The footwork drill brought out the giggles for some of these girls, who attended the volleyball clinic to improve their skills.

Beverly Bidney

Jordan Osceola returns the ball as Thomlynn Billie watches during the FGCU volleyball clinic June 9

at the Fort Myers campus.

“It was amazing and it will help us
accomplish more,” Lexi Thomas said.

“They really put us to work,” added
Akeelah Mitchell.

At the end of the day, Botsford reiterated
the best advice he could give.

“Try to simplify the skill itself,” he said.
“Get rid of extra movements that don’t add
to the skill.”

The young players will surely take those
words and the day’s workout to heart.

“l feel like I’ll be more prepared and
play better when practice starts in July,” said
Jordan Osceola, who has been playing on the
Sagemont School team for three years.

Beverly Bidney

Carlise Bermudez gets ready to spike the ball over
the net during a drill at the FGCU volleyball clinic.

Beverly Bidney

Jana Johnson has a ball as she hits one back
during a drill at the FGCU volleyball clinic.
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Above, Makari Tommie grabs an offensive rebound for the Fort Pierce team June 23 during the first Fort Pierce Reservation Summer Slam Shootout
basketball touranment at Chupco’s Landing Community Center. At right, Adrian Baker, from the We’ll Be There team, takes a jump shot.

Kevin Johnson (2)

Biggie wins first Fort Pierce Summer Slam

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

FORT PIERCE — It didn’t take long
for excitement to be part of the new Fort
Pierce Reservation Summer Slam Shootout
basketball tournament.

The one-day adult tournament, which
organizers plan to be an annual event, drew
three men’s teams to Chupco’s Landing
Community Center on June 23. It started
with an opening game thriller.

Trailing by eight points with a minute
left in regulation, We’ll Be There somehow
rallied to tie Biggie and force overtime. The
“shot heard around Chupco” came from Al
Fludd, who banked in a 3-pointer from the
top of the arc with seven-tenths of a second
left.

ButBiggie responded like the champions
they would become later in the day as they
shrugged off the late rally and regrouped for
an 87-80 overtime win.

Biggie was led by Eugene Joseph,
who poured in a game-high 35 points.
Joseph, a 6-foot-6 guard from Miami,
averaged nearly 14 points last season for
ASA College Miami. Biggie also received
a big game from Choctaw’s T.J. Ben (15
points) and Miccosukee point guard Charlie
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After going undefeated, the Biggie team shows off its prizes for winning the first Fort Pierce Reservation Summer Slam Shootout basketball tournament.

ups on the We’ll Be There team.

Osceola (12 points). Ben, a 6-foot-4 guard
from Philadelphia, Mississippi, plays for
Southwest Mississippi Community College.

Throughout the game, Biggie appeared
to be ready to pull away but We’ll Be There,
captained by Adrian Baker, fought back
several times to keep it close. Biggie led 34-
30 at halftime and quickly opened a seven-
point cushion in the second half but Fludd hit
a pair of 3s and another trey from Alejandro
Diez made it a one-point game.

A terrific pass from Osceola set up a
layup by Ben that gave Biggie a 64-57 lead
with less than five minutes left, but Baker
drained his fourth 3-pointer before he was
ejected on a double-technical with two
minutes left.

We’ll Be There featured balanced
scoring. Fludd led the way with 21 points
followed by 20 from Baker, 13 from Diez
and 11 from Marquise Fudge.

Biggie went on to beat Fort Pierce and
then topped We’ll Be There again — this time
overtimewasn’tneeded—inthe championship
game to claim the tournament’s first title and
some sleek championship jerseys. We’ll Be
There finished runner-up and Fort Pierce,
which was captained by Antillus Stockton,
took third place on its home court.

The Summer Slam was the second
adult tournament held at Chupco’s Landing

Photo courtesy Remus Griffin Kevin Johnson
From left, Alejandro Diez, Adrian Baker and Al Fludd show the trophy and shirts they won as runner- Biggie’s Chayton York takes a one-handed jump shot amid traffic against We’ll Be There at the Summer

since the 18,000-square foot
gymnasium/community
center/pool opened in 2014.
At the start of the day, five
teams were scheduled to
participate, but two teams
didn’t show up. The smaller
field didn’t dampen the
optimism.

“It  was a great
tournament. Even though a
couple teams dropped out, the
guys still enjoyed themselves
and the Kkids enjoyed
watching it,” said tournament
organizer Remus Griffin of
the Fort Pierce Recreation
Department.

Griffin said a
Thanksgiving tournament is
being planned. Whether it’s
a tournament, or a rez to rez
all-day basketball event or
just open gym after school,
Chupco’s Community Center
is playing a key role in the
community.

“This facility is a great
asset to our community,”
Griffin said. “It gives the kids
something to do every day.
They utilize it.”

Slam in Fort Pierce.

Kevin Johnson

Fort Pierce’s Roger “Fresh” Walters takes a one-
handed jump shot during the Summer Slam.

Biggie’s Charlie Osceola, left, reaches in to try to make a steal against Fort Pierce’s Derrick Timothy.

Kevin Johnson



Tribe ready to host NAYO

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

HOLLYWOOD — The NAYO rotation
has landed in Hollywood.

The Seminole Tribe will host the
annual Native American Youth Organization
baseball and softball tournament July 19 to
21. Games will be played on the two fields
at the Hollywood Reservation’s Osceola
Park and five miles away at Brian Piccolo
Sports Park in Cooper City. It will be the first
time the Tribe has hosted the tournament
since 2013 when it drew about 45 teams in
Okeechobee.

Teams from the Cherokee (North
Carolina), Choctaw (Mississippi), Poarch
Creek (Alabama) and Seneca (New York)
will come to South Florida in the heart
of summer. Hollywood Recreation site
manager Joe Collins, who is serving as
tournament director, said he expects about
10 Seminole teams will participate. Even
though the tournament is being hosted by
the Seminoles, it doesn’t necessarily cause
a spike in the number of Seminole teams.
Sometimes families prefer out-of-state
trips to combine NAYO tournaments with
summer vacations.

“Sometimes going away generates more
teams, more talk about it. You’d think the
opposite, that playing at home would be
easier to get players, but the opportunity to
play outside [of Florida] seems to draw more
in,” Collins said.

As is usually the case with baseball and
softball, most Seminole teams will come
from the Brighton Reservation. Collins said
there will probably be one or two teams from
Big Cypress and one team from Hollywood.
Immokalee, which has some strong softball
players, could have representation, too.
Several Seminole Recreation employees will
be working at the tournament and some will
be coaches.

“We’re doing everything from trash
pickup, putting up tents, selling shirts, water,
ice. The staff is heavily involved,” Collins
said.

This is the first time the Tribe has used
Brian Piccolo Sports Park for a NAYO
tournament. NAYO will occupy all eight
fields at the park, which is named in memory
of the former Chicago Bears running back
from Fort Lauderdale who died from cancer
in 1970 at age 26 and whose inspirational
story played out in the movie “Brian’s Song.”

The tournament features 10 divisions,
five each for baseball and softball. Age
groups start at 7-8 for coach-pitch all the
way up to high school for 16-17 with a few
18s who meet the age deadline requirements.

Uncooperative weather always seems to
play a role at NAYO no matter the location.
With outdoor games in the Florida heat in
July, Collins stressed the importance of
staying hydrated. He said the past couple
tournaments have had heat exhaustion
incidents.

“It will be tough on the players playing
in this. We’ve already warned them. They
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The Howard Tiger Field at Osceola Park on the Hollywood Reservation will be filled with teams July 19-21 for the annual NAYO softball and baseball
tournament. Brian Piccolo Sports Park in Cooper City will also be used as a venue.

need to be hydrating weeks ahead of time;
if you just drink here, you’re in trouble,” he
said. “Mississippi and Alabama have pretty
much the same weather we have, so they’re
used to it, but like the Cherokee and the teams
from New York, they need to start hydrating
weeks out, drinking tons of water.”

Collins said the heat warnings apply to
spectators, too.

“Even though you’re sitting in a chair,
you have to drink, too, because you will
sweat here,” he said.

The tournament will be staffed by
Seminole Fire Rescue personnel at both
locations.

Games will have time limits. It’s 75
minutes for all softball and the 7-8 baseball,
90 minutes for 9-10 and 11-12 baseball, and

two hours for 13-15 and 16-17 baseball.
The two older baseball divisions play seven
innings; the rest of the divisions play six
innings.

Teams that finish in first, second or third
place receive trophies. Champions will get
jackets.

Collins said he would like vendors to
be a part of the tournament environment in
Hollywood.

“l want to bring the vendors from the
community, especially the seniors, and allow
them to be on site to sell their products. To
me, it brings in the community to the event,”
he said.

As for visitors, Collins said he’s fielded
a lot of calls about things to do outside of
the games.

“l get a lot of them asking about the
distance to the beaches, the distance to
Orlando,” he said.

Last year’s NAYO tournament
was held at the same time as the North
American Indigenous Games in Toronto,
S0 participation on the Seminole side was
lighter than usual because some of the
athletes were in Canada.

The Tribe wouldn’t mind duplicating
the success it had in the 2013 tournament in
Okeechobee when three of its teams (9-10
baseball, 13-15 baseball and 16-18 softball)
won championships.

When the tournament ends, the focus
for Hollywood will shift to the NAYO
basketball tournament, which it will host
Easter weekend.

N7 unveils summer collection

PRESS RELEASE

“When we introduce ourselves, it is
the name given to us as a child. My name is
Gaagwagyehe: The sun is leaning, the orb is
going down, like the sunset.”

This line from Jeremy Thompson,
member of the Iroquois Confederacy of the
Onondaga Nation and professional lacrosse
player, illustrates this summer’s Nike N7
collection: footwear and apparel inspired
by the vertical expanse of sky and water,
each element a refracted sibling of the other,
bending into many blues as the sun drops
into the horizon line.

The collection’s indigo print, inspired by
the image of sky reflecting onto water, was

made through a method of natural dyeing in
which flowers were collected, mixed through
a giant vat and produced onto a large piece of
fabric. The image was then scanned in order
for the color to be sublimated onto technical
sportswear fabric. The print appears
prominently in the women’s collection,
covering the muscle tank, compression tights
and Air Max 1. It’s also on the unisex cap as
well as the heels of both the men’s N7 Air
Max Motion LW and the N7 Kyrie 4, which
also shows a Standing Rock tribal seal decal.

The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s seal
has special significance for Irving: The point
guard’s late mother, Elizabeth Ann Larson,
was an enrolled member of the Standing
Rock Sioux nation. Irving approached Nike
and asked for the tribal seal to be incorporated

into the shoe.

“I’m humbled that we were able to place
Standing Rock’s tribal seal on this N7 shoe,”
says Irving. “I’'m proud of my personal
history, so to have this opportunity to
represent my family as well as the Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe is an incredible honor.
Mom, this is for you. I love you so much.”

The other major graphic symbol in the
collection is the chevron, a recurring pattern
in Native American iconography that is
visible in the fletch of an arrow, beadwork
and armor chest plates. Traces of the chevron
are also deeply embedded in lacrosse; the
collection’s hoodie uses the symbol to mimic
elbow pads, offering critical protection for
Thompson in the heat of play. Seven bars,
standing for the number’s significance in the

N7 collection (its mission statement reads,
“In every deliberation, we must consider
the impact of our decisions on the seventh
generation™), compose the classic pattern.

Strength is reinforced throughout
the collection by the chevron graphic’s
visibility: The symbols are bold, particularly
in the T-shirts, which display the chevron
on the chest. The graphic also appears
in inconspicuous areas of other apparel,
including the elbows of the hoodie, on the
embroidered front of the hat and down the
calf of the women’s tights.

The 2018 Nike N7 collection is available
on nike.com, select Nike Factory Stores,
Sport Chek and Hibbett Sports.
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N7 ambassadors Spencer 0’Brien (Haida and Kwakwaka’wakw) and Jordan Nolan (Ojibwe) wear items from the Nike N7  The Standing Rock Sioux tribal seal on the heel was a personal request from NBA

summer collection. 0’Brien is a gold medal World Championship snowboarder; Nolan has won two Stanley Cups in the NHL.

player Kyrie Irving, whose late mother, Elizabeth Ann Larson, was a member of

the Standing Rock Sioux Nation.
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Hard Rock
Stadium to
host week of
elite soccer
matches

STAFF REPORT

MIAMI GARDENS — Late July will
feature plenty of elite soccer matches —
men’s and women’s — at Hard Rock Stadium
in Miami Gardens.

Dubbed “Miami Week” from July 26
to 29, top tier men’s matches will include
Bayern Munich vs Manchester City on July
28 and Manchester United vs Real Madrid
on July 31. Fans will also have a chance to
watch these powerhouses in open training
sessions on July 27 and July 30.

The first-ever Women’s International
Champions Cup, featuring some of the
world’s top female soccer players, will also
be part of “Miami Week.” Manchester City,
Olympique Lyonnais, Paris Saint-Germain
and North Carolina Courage will vie for the
inaugural Cup.

“The success of the International
Champions Cup over these past six years
has shown the popularity and enthusiasm
for soccer in this country,” said Charlie
Stillitano, co-founder and  executive
chairman of Relevent, the event’s organizer.
“It is a natural direction to expand to include
the women’s game.”

Miami Week will also include a variety
of events under the name “House of Soccer”
on July 27. Music, art, local tournaments and
a 5-on-5 Legends match between FC Bayern
and the Miami Dolphins are on the agenda.

For tickets visit
internationalchampionscup.com.

Barrels,
roping events
in Brighton

STAFF REPORT

BRIGHTON — The Fred Smith Rodeo
Arena in Brighton will be the site for two
rodeo events in September.

The Chairman & President’s Barrel
Racing Event for Tribal member youth and
adults will be held Sept. 21. Check-in is at 6
p.m. Racing will start at 7 p.m.

The following morning will feature
the Chairman & President’s Team Roping
Event with dummy roping for ages 5 to 7,
breakaway divisions for ages 8 to 11 and 12,
breakaway for women and senior men, team
roping and bounty steer. Check in is at 9 a.m.
Roping begins at 10 a.m.

Entry fee for each event is $50. Call in
by Sept. 17 at 4 p.m. For more information
call the Chairman’s office at 863-902-3200,
ext. 13324 or 863-763-4128, ext. 15543.

NABI starts
July 9 in
Arizona

STAFF REPORT

The 16th annual Native American
Basketball Invitational, featuring more
than 100 teams, will be held July 9 to 14 in
Maricopa, Arizona.

The championship games will be held
July 14 at Talking Stick Resort Arena in
Phoenix.

In the boys division, the Seminole Tribe
will be represented by two teams in Division
I: Native Soldiers, coached by Marl Osceola,
and Savage Storm, coached by Steve Frost.

Native Soldiers is in a pool play division
with AZ Warriors (Arizona), Alaska and
Shades of Red (Oklahoma). Savage Storm’s
division features Northern Elite (Arizona),
Lake County Ice (California) and Northern
Thunder (North Dakota).

In the girls division, Lady N.S., also
coached by Marl Osceola, and Native
Swoopz, coached by Theresa Frost, will
represent STOF.

Lady N.S.’s pool play division includes
Lady Jegos (Arizona), Kul Wicasa (South
Dakota) and Team Legacy (New Mexico).
Native Swoopz’s division includes Lady
Rezbombers (Arizona), MHA Eagles (North
Dakota) and Rockhawks (Montana).

Seminoles” NABI pool play schedule
Boys Division

July 9: Native Soldiers vs Shades of Red
Savage Storm vs Northern Thunder

July 10: Native Soldiers vs AZ Warriors
Savage Storm vs Northern Elite

July 11: Native Soldiers vs Alaska
Savage Storm vs Lake County Ice

Girls Division
July 9: Lady N.S. vs Team Legacy
Native Swoopz vs Rockhawks

July 10: Lady N.S. vs Lady Jegos
Lady N.S. vs Kul Wicasa

Native Swoopz vs Lady Rezbombers
Native Swoopz vs MHA Eagles
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Hollywood sports camp keeps
kids active this summer

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

HOLLYWOOD — Watching sports,
such as this year’s World Cup soccer
tournament, is one thing; being an active
participant is another.

So while much of the world’s eyes
have been glued to Russia, the Hollywood
Recreation Department is making sure
youngsters do more than sit in front of a TV.

With movement being the core of its
mission, the department’s sports camp
started June 11 and will run until Aug. 3.

“Our goal for this year is that it has to
revolve around some type of motion, whether
it’s actual physical sports or activities,” said
Hollywood Recreation site manager Joe
Collins. “We’ve eliminated movies and stuff
like that where they’re sitting.”

The camp is filled with youngsters ages
five to 12. Collins stressed that kids don’t
have to be athletic to be active.

The menu is loaded with sports such
as archery, basketball, soccer, swimming,
kickball, volleyball and much more.

“We’re going to expose them to as many
sports as we can, with a heavy emphasis on
basketball,” Collins said. “In the afternoon,
every Monday through Wednesday from
1:30 to 3 they do a basketball clinic with Jay
Garland, our fitness trainer. He puts them
through drills.”

After seeing some less than desirable

Kevin Johnson
Christian Schaffer scores a run during the
Hollywood sports camp kickball game June 20 at
Howard Tiger Recreation Center.

results at the most recent NAYO basketball
tournament, Collins said it’s time to re-
energize the sport with youth on the
reservation.

“Hollywood has always been king of
basketball,” Collins said. “We’re really
putting an emphasis on basketball. When we
come out of summer, we’re going to bring
back our Itty Bitty program where we’re
aiming it at the five-and-six-year-old group.
I want these kids walking around this facility
or the reservation bouncing basketballs.”

Two field trips per week are filled with
motion, too, from ice skating at Pines Ice
Arena to indoor skydiving at iFly. Even a
day at the beach isn’t necessarily a day at the
beach.

“It’s in the sand, so they’re going to be
playing volleyball and soccer. Everything
we do is to try to keep them active the entire
day,” Collins said.

The camp does make time for
educational breathers, such as trips to the
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and the Phillip and
Patricia Frost Museum of Science.

The camp is also providing a summer
of learning for five teens from the SWEP
program. The kids are assisting in all facets of
recreation and even attending staff meetings.

“They’Il get a taste of everything we do
in Recreation,” Collins said.
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Carter Wilcox tags out Lakota Correa during the Hollywood sports camp kickball game.
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Kickball took center stage for kids in the Hollywood sports camp on June 20 at the Howard Tiger Recreation Genter.
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Dalina Rodriguez sprints to second base during a kickball game at the Howard Tiger Recreation Center.

A day at the ballpark for Hollywood seniors

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

MIAMI — Hollywood seniors received
a taste of the Big Leagues on June 14.

The Hollywood Senior Center organized
a trip to Marlins Park to see the Miami
Marlins host the San Francisco Giants in a
rare weekday matinée. Most of the 9,726

fans in attendance were kids from various
organizations who arrived in large groups.
The Senior Center group, which
consisted of about a dozen people, arrived
on a bus driven by Joe Kippenberger. They
sat in the final few rows of Section 23 on the
left field side. They all had barely settled into
their seats with their hot dogs and popcorn
before Andrew McCutcheon and Mac

Williamson smacked home runs to give the
Giants a 3-0 lead after an inning-and-a-half.

Thunder and rain started about 1 p.m.,
but thanks to the park’s roof, there was no
delay.

The Marlins clawed their way back into
the game with runs in the fifth and seventh
innings.

With the Marlins trailing 3-2 in the

ninth inning, the group decided to head
back to Hollywood. The Marlins made sure
there was more baseball to be played. They
pushed across the tying run on a one-out
sacrifice fly by Lewis Brinson. The game
remained knotted at 3-3 all the way until
the 16th when the Giants scored three times
and emerged with a 6-3 win that lasted four
hours, 49 minutes.

It was the longest game of the season
for the Giants, and the second longest for the
Marlins.

On deck for the Hollywood seniors is a
trip to Hawaii in July.
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A group from the Hollywood Senior Genter enjoys the action at the Miami Marlins game June 14. From left, front row: Lee Stewart, Nettie Stewart, Alice Tucker, Lawanna Osceola-Niles; middle row: Edna Bowers, Nancy Willie, Elizabeth Bridon, Vincent Billie;
back row: Jayne Salgado, Cornelia Osceola, Trudy Osceola; far back: Joe Kippenberger.



Sean Osceola signs
with Pasco-Hernando
State College

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

BRIGHTON — Sean Osceola hopes to
carry the momentum from his outstanding
high school baseball season right into
college.

The 2018 Okeechobee High School
graduate was sensational on the mound
as the right-hander from the Brighton
Reservation helped lead the Brahmans to
stunning victories against Jensen Beach,
Dwyer and Martin County in the team’s
longest postseason run in 13 years.

During the playoffs, Osceola, son of
Reno and Kelli Osceola, signed with Pasco-
Hernando State College in New Port Richey
— about 40 miles north of Tampa — where
he’ll play starting this fall.

“They have a really good baseball
program,” Osceola said. “They have a lot of
history of success. I’m hoping to go there for
a year or two and then transfer to a four-year
school.”

Pasco-Hernando has been coached by
Stephen Winterling for nearly 30 years.
More than 30 players from the program
have signed professional contracts.

In 2014, Pasco-Hernando made its
first-ever trip to the National Junior College
Athletic Association’s Division 1l College
World Series and finished fourth. In 2018,
the team went 36-18, marking the second
most victories in the program’s history.

As for academics, Osceola said he plans
to study psychology. He said he’s interested

in working for the Tribe, perhaps as a
counselor.

“| really like helping people,” he said.

By staying ahead of batters, not going
deep in counts and avoiding walks, Osceola
certainly helped the Brahmans generate a
memorable postseason run. As a .500 club
during the regular season and seeded fourth
in a four-team district playoff, an early
exit wouldn’t have been surprising, but
Okeechobee shocked No. 1 Jensen Beach in
the semifinals as Osceola dueled Cincinnati
Reds second round draft choice Lyon
Richardson pitch-for-pitch in six scoreless
innings. The Brahmans won 2-0 with a pair
of runs in the eighth inning. In his six innings
on the mound, Osceola fanned five, walked
none and scattered five hits.

Osceola was just as sharp in a 2-0
regional quarterfinal win against Dwyer
(five scoreless innings and he hit a home
run) and a 2-1 regional semifinal win against
Martin County (six innings of two-hit ball,
four strikeouts, one earned run). He had
another solid outing in the regional final,
but the Brahmans were ousted 2-0 by Doral
Academy.

During the playoff push, Osceola said
he cherished all the good memories.

“What’s been happening in the past
couple weeks, hard-fought games and all the
chemistry we have and all the good times,”
he said at the time. “I’m soaking it all in
because it’s one last time.”

In addition to his career with
Okeechobee, Osceola also played travel ball
for Team Phenom and SWFL Nation.
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Sean Osceola, of the Brighton Reservation, delivers a pitch for Okeechobee High School in a district

playoff game against Jensen Beach on April 30.

SWFL Baseball/Facebook

Sean Osceola, with his parents Reno and Kelli, signs with Pasco-Hernando State College.

Fish & Wildlife Foundation of Florida
names pro golfer Jerry Pate to board

PRESS RELEASE

Professional golfer Jerry Pate, who won
the 1976 U.S. Open, has been appointed to a
three-year term on the board of directors of
the nonprofit Fish & Wildlife Foundation of
Florida.

Pate, of Pensacola, was elected at a
recent meeting of the foundation’s board of
directors.

“Jerry is an avid outdoorsman and has
spent many years in volunteer service to
the Northwest Florida Water Management
District and the Gulf Coast Council of
the Boy Scouts of America, among many
other organizations. He brings considerable
knowledge of water issues and the
importance of outdoor education for youth
to this role,” Board Chairman Dick Corbett
said in a press release.

“As a youth growing up in Alabama and
northwest Florida, | gained a sincere interest
in the outdoors and the environment through
the game of golf, Boy Scouts, hunting and
fishing,” Pate said. “l am passionate about
preserving our state’s precious resources
so future generations may experience the
outdoors as | have been so fortunate to enjoy
it.”

Pate garnered eight PGA Tour victories.
In addition to the 1976 U.S. Open, he won

the Tournament Players Championship in
1982. Since 1977, his company, Jerry Pate
Design, has developed award-winning golf
courses, including Kiva Dunes, Old Waverly
Golf Club and The Preserve Golf Club in
Mississippi, and Trump National Colts Neck
in New Jersey. In 2010, Jerry Pate Design
also began providing certified landscape
architecture services in Florida, Alabama,
Mississippi and Georgia, and has created
many transformative and award-winning
community parks, urban streetscapes,
corporate and educational campuses, and
athletic facilities, including Pensacola’s
Vince Whibbs, Sr. Community Maritime
Park and Admiral Mason Park.

Pate is one of the longest-serving current
members and current vice chair of the board
of the Northwest Florida Water Management
District. He is also a board member of the
Gulf Coast Council of the Boy Scouts of
America and the Andrews Institute Research
& Education Foundation, which is dedicated
to advancing the science of orthopedic care.

The Fish & Wildlife Foundation of
Florida is dedicated to supporting the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
and other public and private partners
to conserve Florida’s fish and wildlife
resources and the lands and waters they need
to survive.
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Maury Neipris

The Florida State Seminoles celebrate after winning the NCAA Division | softball national championship June 5 in Oklahoma City.

FSU softball wins national title

Seminoles playeo

BY KEVIN JOHNSON
Senior Editor

Nineteen months after the Florida State
University softball team came to a Seminole
Tribe of Florida reservation for the first time
and learned about the Tribe’s unconquered
history and spirit, the ‘Noles completed their
‘unconquered’ season by winning the NCAA
Division | national championship with an
8-3 triumph June 5 against the University of
Washington at the Women’s College World
Series in Oklahoma City.

Back on Oct. 23, 2016, FSU played
Florida International University in a fall
scrimmage on the Hollywood Reservation.
Jessie Warren (3-for-4, 1 HR, 2 RBIs in
Tuesday’s championship clinching win)
and Anna Shelnutt (solo HR in Monday’s
1-0 win) were among the Seminole players
who played that day at Osceola Park in
Hollywood. The ceremonial first pitch was
thrown by Hollywood Councilman Chris
Osceola. FSU coach Lonni Alameda and the
players also met Jr. Miss Florida Seminole
Thomlynn Billie and current Hollywood
Board Rep. Gordon “Ollie” Wareham.

“It was a great experience to be out here
on actual Seminole land,” Shelnutt said after
the game on the reservation. “It ... made us
think who we’re playing for and what we’re
representing.”

“We got a little education on kind of the
unconquered spirit, but also the unconquered
Tribe and what that means,” Alameda said at
the time.

on Hollywood Reservation in ‘16

Kevin Johnson

Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Thomlynn Billie speaks to the Florida State softball team after the Seminoles
defeated Florida International University in a fall exhibition game Oct. 23, 2016, at Osceola Park on the

Hollywood Reservation.

NABI to be featured in AT&T
docuseries ‘Religion of Sports’

PRESS RELEASE

The AT&T Audience Network is
bringing another season of “Religion of
Sports” to the altar. The network has picked
up the original docuseries for a third season.

The series highlights stories from across
the globe through tales of rivalries, cultural
differences and competition and is executive
produced by New England Patriot Tom
Brady, Pro Football Hall of Famer Michael
Strahan and award-winning filmmaker
Gotham Chopra.

The third season will feature sports
stories from around the world including
the Isle of Man TT which follows the most
dangerous motorcycle race in the world.
Riders must navigate the old, windy roads
of a small English village at speeds close to
200 mph.

Religion will also take an in-depth look
at Iceland’s national soccer team, which is
the smallest nation to qualify for the World
Cup. The lens will also focus on the biggest
event in the Rezball calendar: the Native
American Basketball Invitational. The
massive knockout-style tournament features
indigenous teams from around the country.

And finally, the series will take the plunge
into the lives of two of the best free divers
in the world as they go head to head in the
Vertical Blue competing to be crowned the
best diver.

Religion of Sports is produced by Dirty
Robber Productions. Chris Uettwiller, Martin
Desmond Roe and Constance Schwartz-
Morini also serve as executive producers.

The AT&T Audience Network will
premiere the third season of “Religion of
Sports” at 8 p.m. on Nov. 21.

EIRA summer
rodeo series
for kids

The Eastern Indian Rodeo Association’s
Open Kids Summer Rodeo Series will have
three dates this summer.

June 30: Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena,
Big Cypress, 12 p.m.

July 28: Fred Smith Rodeo Arena,
Brighton, 12 p.m.

Aug. 18: Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena,
Big Cypress, 12 p.m.

For more information,
Gopher at 863-801-9682.

call Melissa

Colombia,
Venezuela set to
play at
Hard Rock

MIAMI GARDENS — South American
rivals Colombia and Venezuela will square
off in an international soccer event Sept. 7
at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens.
Colombia earned a bid to the 2018 World
Cup.

For tickets call Ticketmaster at 800-745-
3000 or go to ticketmaster.com.

Triathlon to be held
Aug. 11 in Big Cypress

BIG CYPRESS — The Chairman’s
Triathlon, featuring fishing, archery and
billiards, will be held Aug. 11 on the Big
Cypress Reservation. The event is for Tribal
members only.

The day will start at 6 a.m. with fishing
from boats or banks with a weigh-in at 12

p.m. Fish must be alive to be counted. At 1
p.m., archery will take center stage at Billie
Johns Ballfield. The final event will be
billiards at 2 p.m. at BC Billiards.
Lunch will be provided at the ballfield.
For more information call 863-902-
3200, exts. 13324, 13336 or 863-651-4191.

Hard Rock to host light
heavyweight title bout

ATLANTIC CITY Two-time
light heavyweight world champion Sergey
“Krusher” Kovalev will put his WBO Light
Heavyweight World Title on the line against
long-time WBC Light Heavyweight number
one contender Eleider “Storm” Alvarez
at the Etess Arena in the new Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino Atlantic City on Aug. 4. The
match will be televised live on HBO World
Championship Boxing at 10 p.m.

Kovalev vs. Alvarez will be the first
professional boxing event at the Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino Atlantic City, which was
scheduled to open June 28.

“Entering our 40th year in this business,
we are so excited to return to Atlantic City
and honored to be the first fight in this

beautiful new venue,” said Main Events’
CEO and Kovalev’s promoter Kathy Duva in
a press release. “Atlantic City, and the Etess
Arena in particular, were home to so many
amazing fights with Evander Holyfield,
Michael Moorer, and the late, great Arturo
Gatti, just to name a few.”

“This event will mark the first sporting
event at Hard Rock Live at Etess Arena
which is an all new venue that our boxing
fans will truly enjoy. Our world-class facility
will be the ultimate location for events and
entertainment,” said Bernie Dillon, vice
president of entertainment at Hard Rock
Hotel & Casino Atlantic City.
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World War 1l Navajo code talker
Samuel Tom Holiday passes at 94

PRESS RELEASE

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — Navajo
Nation President Russell Begaye and
Vice President Jonathan Nez offered their
condolences to the family of Navajo Code
Talker Samuel Tom Holiday, who passed
away June 11 at age 94.

Born in Monument Valley, Utah, on
June 2, 1924, Holiday served with the 4th

officer. He married Lupita Mae Isaac in
1954 and the two had eight children, 33
grandchildren, 28 great-grandchildren and
two great-great grandchildren.

Holiday’s health began to fail shortly
after his 94th birthday. He died at the Southern
Utah Veterans Home in Ivins, surrounded
by family members — many of whom were
able to travel because of donations from a
GoFundMe page.

“Our sincerest condolences go out to

Marine Division, the family of
25th Regiment Navajo Code
during World War Talker ~ Samuel
Il. Part of an elite T. Holiday,”
group of Marines, Vice  President
Holiday sent and Nez said. “He
received coded was a dedicated
messages as he advocate for
served his country the youth and
in  Saipan, Iwo for health and
Jima, Tinian and wellness.”

Marshall Island, in The vice
the Pacific Theater. president said
That code, based Holiday’s family
on the Navajo would take him to
language, proved the Navajo Nation
unbreakable  and Park Race Series
helped the United every year, where

States win the
war.

received

Holiday Code Talker Samuel Tom Holiday, left, poses with Navajo
Vice President Jonathan Nez.

he congratulated
every finisher.
“The Navajo

Courtesy photo

Congressional
Silver Medal and
a Purple Heart for his service.

“Our Code Talkers are Navajo heroes
and they are national heroes,” President
Begaye said. “As we remember the life of
Samuel Holiday, we also honor his selfless
service to both the Navajo Nation and to the
United States.”

After the war, Holiday made his home
in Kayenta, Arizona, and worked as a police

Nation took pride
knowing we had
Mr. Holiday representing our communities
and we will always remember his words
of encouragement and inspiration,” Vice
President Nez said. “The Nation thanks Code
Talker Samuel T. Holiday and his family for
their service. We will keep each of you in
our prayers.”

NAIHC names Cherokee Nation’s
Gary Cooper as chairman

PRESS RELEASE

WASHINGTON, D.C. — At its 43rd
annual convention in June during the annual
meeting of its voting members, the National
American Indian Housing Council (NAIHC)
elected Gary Cooper as its chairman. Prior
to being elected, Cooper served on the
NAIHC board of directors as vice chairman,
and was Legislative Committee chair.

“I truly appreciate our members’ support
in selecting me as the new Chairman, and
look forward to working with all of you
over the next two years to ensure NAIHC
is meeting the needs of our tribal housing
programs,” Cooper said.

Cooper succeeds Sami Jo Difuntorum,

Housing executive director of the
Confederated Tribes of the Siletz Indians of
Oregon.

Cooper is executive director of the

Housing Authority of the Cherokee Nation.
He has worked for Cherokee Nation in
Indian housing since 1999. Prior to being
named Executive Director at the housing
authority, he served as Executive Director
of Cherokee Nation Housing Services.

He has been instrumental in the
revitalization of the Housing Authority as
a means of constructing new homes for
Cherokee families. Cooper is an enrolled
member and citizen of the Cherokee Nation.

Asasmall child living in rural Northeast
Oklahoma, Cooper himself experienced the
positive impact of housing. Indian housing,
through the HACN and Cherokee Nation,
has played a major role throughout all of
Cooper’s life.

“l don’t know where | would be today
if it wasn’t for the hand-up, not hand-outs,
that Cherokee Nation has assisted not just
my family but others with over the years”
Cooper said.

Tribune wins 9 NAJA awards

STAFF REPORT

The Seminole Tribune earned nine
national Native media awards from the
Native American Journalists Association
for coverage during 2017. NAJA announced
the award winners June 12. NAJA’s
annual competition recognizes excellence
in reporting by Native and non-Native
journalists across the U.S. and Canada.
NAJA received more than 500 entries in
seven divisions.

Tribune staff reporter Beverly Bidney
won four awards, including first place for
Best News Story in Associate Division |
for her coverage of Hurricane Irma and first
place for Best Photo of Native America,
which was featured in a story about 4-H in
Big Cypress.

Copy editor/reporter Li Cohen received
three awards, including two for her coverage
of the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project.

Senior editor Kevin Johnson won two
awards, including second place in Best Sports
Story in the combined Associate Division |
and 1l category for his coverage of rodeo’s
return to the Hollywood Reservation.

NAJA will present the awards during its
national Native media awards banquet at a
journalists convention July 18-21 in Miami.

Seminole Tribune NAJA awards:
Associate Division |

Print / Online — Best News Story
First Place

Beverly Bidney

Seminole Tribune

Hurricane Irma hits reservations

Third Place

Li Cohen

Seminole Tribune

Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project

Print / Online — Best Photo of Native
America

First Place

Beverly Bidney

Seminole Tribune

4-H’ers shine in Big Cypress

Print / Online — Best Environmental
Coverage

Second Place

Li Cohen

The Seminole Tribune

Lake Okeechobee Watershed Project
concerns tribal members

Print / Online — Best Feature Story
Third Place
Beverly Bidney

The Seminole Tribune
Thousands of Seminole calves shipped
out

Print / Online — Best Coverage of
Native America

Second Place

Beverly Bidney

Seminole Tribune

Picking sweetgrass brings back sweet
memories

Third Place

Li Cohen

Seminole Tribune

Marker ceremony commemorates
Tribal Oak’s impact

Associate Divisions | & Il Combined

Print / Online — Best Sports Story
Second Place

Kevin Johnson

Seminole Tribune

Rodeo returns to Hollywood

Print / Online — Best Sports Photo
Third Place

Kevin Johnson

Seminole Tribune

John Carroll High School softball team
celebrates

Poems

Look At Me Now

Look at me now I’m no longer that warrior
with a criminal mind,

As life goes on | continue to write about
reality through these eyez of mine.

So much has changed since those years of
raising hell,

Many have gone to the grave, some have

changed for the better and the rest sit in a
cell.

There’s no honor in dying in the streets or
glorifying the past,

This warrior wants to be remembered with a
positive impression that lasts.

We can talk about my life of crime I’m not
ashamed,

Pulling the trigger from time to time is part
of the game.

I had my fun and did what | wanted to do,
I gave Aawaache my word that criminal life
is through.

I will keep my word until | breathe my last,
If you need a lesson in loyalty I’ll give you
that class.

Second to none it always has and always
will be,

Though I’ve changed for the better I still
don’t care if you love or hate me.

Look at me now against all odds I’ve risen
above it all,

This unconquered warrior is standing strong
and standing tall.

Warrior 4 Life,
Ike T. Harjo
Koowaathi

Don’t Look At Me As A Stranger

Don’t look at me as a stranger I’m one of
your own,

Where have | been throughout the years as
you have grown?

I’ve been sitting in a cage for twenty-one
years,
For living a life of crime since tattooed tears.

When I left the Rez that was my first mistake,
I’ve seen different cultures with different
people that are fake.

They turn their back on their own kind and
kick them while down,

Always judging as if they sit on a throne with
a crown.

Once | seen all this | was “more” thankful
and grateful to be Seminole,

No unity and cutting each other’s throats
literally isn’t how we roll.

Being Seminole is unconquered and full of
pride,
Staying true to your own kind not switching
sides.

Don’t allow yourself to get caught up in the
those cultures that are fake,

Take heed to my advice or we’ll be referring
to you as late.

Don’t look at me as a stranger get to know
this Native son,

My name is lke T. Harjo, Panther, Jennie
Billie Harjo’s unconquered one.

Warrior 4 Life,
Ike T. Harjo
Koowaathi

Jennie Billie Harjo and Ike T. Harjo

USET officials, Maori meet in Nashville

LAST SIX OF

VIN# YEAR

413008 2006
A32260 2009
B22152 2006
545093 2003
546841 2003

614482 2006

FOR SALE
MILEAGE/ STARTING BID

MAKE MODEL HRS CONDITION PRICE
CHEVROLET BUS STARCRAFT C5500 (Diesel) 42,718 Poor $6,047.00
FORD PICKUP TRUCK RANGER SPORT (RWD) 190,901 Fair $1,804.00
FORD PICKUP TRUCK F150 XL (4WD) 213,686 Poor $1,436.00
KAWASAKI ATV KVF650 (4X4) N/A Poor $1,147.00
KAWASAKI ATV KVF650 (4X4) N/A Poor $1,147.00

THOR DUTCHMAN TRAVEL TRAILER 31BH4 FOUR WINDS - 30ft N/A Poor $908.00

ext. 20034.

Note - Previously advertised items are not reflected on this advertisement, only new listings. For more information contact Fixed Assets Dept. 954-966-6300

At the USET semi-annual meeting, from left, front row: Gary Coghlan, Kitcki Carroll, Dame Rangimarie Naida Glavis, Hector
Matthews, Liz Malerba, Rebecca Naragon, Jerry Pardilla. From left, back row: Jason Kerehi, Tricia Keelan, Riki Nia, Dee

Sabattus, Wanda Jones.

Tom Gallaher/USET

PRESS RELEASE

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — At the
conclusion of the 2018 USET semi-
annual meeting, the United South
and Eastern Tribes, Inc. (USET)
and USET Sovereignty Protection
Fund (SPF) team met with Maori
indigenous relatives from Aotearoa
(New Zealand).

The conversation focused on
common histories of oppression,
current challenges as indigenous
peoples/governments, and similar
efforts for treaties to be honored and
respected as a necessary component
of Tribal nation rebuilding efforts.

Additionally, USET/USET SPF
staff shared the history and role
of the organization in supporting,
protecting, and promoting the
inherent sovereign authorities of its

member Tribal nations. The groups
committed to staying in contact to
further and support each other’s
respective efforts.

“The meeting was poignant and
moving...a wonderful friendship
and bond was created,” said USET
Executive Director Kitcki Carroll.

The USET  Semi-Annual
Meeting was held June 18-20 at the
Nashville Airport Marriott.

USET is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization dedicated to enhancing
the development of federally
recognized  Indian  tribes, to
improving the capabilities of Tribal
governments, and assisting USET
members and their governments
in dealing effectively with public
policy issues.

The Maori are descendants of
the indigenous Polynesian people
who settled New Zealand between

1250 and 1300. During centuries
of isolation, they developed unique
life ways, their own language, a
rich  mythology, and distinctive
performing arts. In 1840, New
Zealand had a Maori population
of 60,000, and around 2,000
Europeans. By 1870, after the influx
of more Europeans and the diseases
they brought, the Maori population
had been reduced to 37,000.

Today, New Zealand has a
population of 4.4 million that
includes a Maori population of
600,000. Maori are active in all
spheres of New Zealand culture
and society, with independent
representation in areas such as
media, politics and sport. Famous
Maori include opera singer Inia Te
Wiata, and canoeist Lisa Carrington,
who won gold at the 2012 and 2016
Summer Olympics.

Are you unhappy with your current counseling/child welfare services?
Now there are alternative services for you and your family. Philosophically,
we all have difficulty balancing social life, culture, health, substance use/
abuse, self-esteem, sense of belonging, emotions, our hopes and dreams.

| offer 20 years of professional experience as a qualified therapist working
with children, teens and adults in a confidential, private setting in your
home or my office. | am available for individual counseling, dependency/
custody cases and tribal court; services are available for all reservations.

Office: (954) 965-4414;

Theodore Nelson Sr.

Licensed Clinical Social Worker, SW5813, Indian Child Welfare
Consultant-Expert, Board Member National Indian Child Welfare

Association, Licensed and Insured, Seminole Health Plan Provider

cell: (954) 317-8110; 6528 Osceola Circle, Hollywood, Florida 33024
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